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Brethren All,
a
Welcome to this our seventh issue of the Square &
Compass magazine and I would like to thank you for
your positive response to the previous issue.
a
We need your help & support to progress the success
and development of the magazine.
a
This online publication is an excellent way of
communicating your Lodge and Province's activities
and charity fund raising events to all the members
of the Grand Lodge of Spain. A big thank you to all
those Provinces who have provided many articles for
this publication.
a
We rely on the provincial representatives to provide
us with the necessary articles with photographs if
possible and it is only with you, our readers, help and
support in providing those articles that we can be
successful.
a
Below are the contact details of the Provincial
Representatives within the Grand Lodge of Spain.
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a

MURCIA
Peter Kent Email: pdkpolopos7@yahoo.co.uk
a

VALENCIA
William Turney E: williamturney@hotmail.com
We look forward to receiving your articles for the
next issue. Your comments are welcome and you can
contact us at: nwheatley33@gmail.com or through
your provincial representative.
a
We hope that we can rely on your support to make
this online publication a success.
a
Sincerely and fraternally,
a

a

heatley
Norman W

THE GRAND MASTER

The M.W. Bro.
Oscar de Alfonso Ortega

GRAND LODGE OF SPAIN

GRAND MASTER
INSTALLATION,
MADRID 2018
Article by W. Bro. Graham Scutt
Assistant Secretary Valencia

A weekend of atrocious weather in Madrid was
indeed brightened by the spectacular ceremony
conducted for the Installation of Most Worshipful Bro.
Oscar de Alfonso Ortega in his 3rd term of Oﬃce as
Grand Master of Spain. Over 300 Masons of which 14
were Grand Masters and 31 other dignitaries from
around the World attended the spectacle.
A
A

The Morning of the meeting was of course taken up
by the election for the Grand Master. This was a very
formal aﬀair and Madrid was the centre for results
from all over Spain to be collated from all the
Provinces.
A
A

The Ceremony commenced at 4.30pm with a static
column formed by the Valencia Provincial Stewards,
the Most Worshipful Grand Master Oscar de Alfonso
Ortega entered with his escort to Bagpipe refrains. A
A

The Distinguished Visitors were then admitted in due
form by Assistant Directors of Ceremonies and
Valencia Provincial Stewards and greeted individually
by the Grand Master then shown to their seats. It was
an impressive list of Visitors from all over the world,
14 Grand Masters and 31 delegations formed by 57
Grand Oﬃcers of the Grand Lodges and Orients of
Albania, Germany, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Columbia (United States), Cote d'Ivoire,
Slovenia, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Macedonia,
Morocco, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, New York
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(United States), Norway, Paraguay, Paraná (Brazil),
Pennsylvania (United States), Peru, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Russia, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey and
Utah (United States).
A
A

Among the dignitaries were the Honorary President
of the World Conference of Regular Grand Lodges
and the Sovereign Grand Commander of the
Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree and the Last
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
for Spain.
A
A

A very diﬀerent version of the opening ode (a Spanish
Hymn) was sung and fronted by a superb solo male
singer.
A
A

Entered Apprentices and Fellowcraft were then asked
to retire while The Grand Lodge of Spain was opened.
A

GRAND LODGE OF SPAIN
Entered Apprentices and Fellow craft were then
re-admitted.
A
A

Normal Lodge business was then conducted for
Minutes of the last meeting, Secretary and Treasurer's
reports. This part of the meeting nished with the
Election result being announced by the Most
Worshipful Bro. Oscar de Alfonso Ortega that had
resulted in a 60% vote in his favour.
A
A

The Installation of the re-elected Grand Master
commenced with the following High Ranking
Brethren taking the Chairs for the Ceremony. The
Grand Master of Portuguese Masonry, the Most
Respectable Brother Julio Meirinhos occupied the
Throne of Solomon as Grand Master Installer, assisted
by the Grand Master of German Masonry , the Most
Respectable Brother Christoph Bosbach, and the
Grand Master of Freemasonry of Paraná (Brazil), the
Very Respectable Brother Rubens Martins Jr. as
Wardens.
A
A

The re-appointed Grand Master then appointed his
Oﬃcers for the ensuing year who were duly escorted
to their place in the Grand Lodge by the Assistant
Directors of Ceremonies.
A
A

M.W.Bro. Oscar de Alfonso Ortaga then gave a short
speech thanking everyone for their support in the
past and hoping it would continue in the future.
A
A

The Closing Ode once again was very diﬀerent (a
Spanish Hymn) also sung by all and again led by a
superb solo male singer.
A
A

After a long meeting the Grand Lodge was closed at
7.30pm.
A
A

The Valencia Provincial Stewards formed a Static
column (Guard of Honour) outside the door of the
Lodge. The MW Grand Master, Dignitaries and Grand
Lodge Members retired from the Lodge passing
through the column.
A
A

Later in the evening a Gala Diner was held at the
Hotel and many of the Masons who attended the
Grand Lodge Meeting attended this function with
their wives or partners.
A
A

Apart from the weather, the weekend was a total
success, enjoyed by everyone. And, now we can all
look forward to a successful four years, especially for
our re-elected Grand Master, Most Worshipful Bro.
Oscar de Alfonso Ortega.
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GRAND LODGE OF SPAIN
An Interview with the Grand Master of Spain
Article written by W. Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer, Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Freemasonry is the oldest and largest fraternal society
in the world. It was founded, in it's modern form, just
over three hundred years ago and has thrived ever
since, now having well over six million members
worldwide. For much of that time it has often been
considered a 'secret society' and myths, legends and
outright lies have plagued it since the earliest days.
In an eﬀort to correct these myths Freemasonry is
undergoing a modernization process which enables
the general public to see, and to understand, much
more than in earlier days. Very little is still considered
to be secret.
a
a

Recently, the United Grand Lodge of England released
a six-hour television documentary showing much of
what goes on in Freemason's Lodges today and, here
in Spain, we are following the same route. As one
example of this I, as the Provincial Communications
Oﬃcer, was recently invited to interview the Grand
Master of Spain, the Most Worshipful Brother Oscar
de Alfonso Ortega. The most senior Mason in Spain. a
a

Señor de Alfonso Ortega was born, raised and still
lives in Valencia, a city and Province that he loves. He
went to school here and later studied at the University
of Valencia to become a lawyer, before starting what
was to become one of the most successful legal
practices in the city. He was an amateur boxer,
swimmer and a practitioner of scuba diving which
have had to be curtailed a little since a recent brush
with cancer. However, he is now, thankfully, fully
recovered and wishes to continue with his swimming
and scuba diving if perhaps not the boxing.
a

‘Freemasonry must be serious at times
but must also be fun!'

a

He is fty-one years old, married to the lovely Dorita
and has two daughters, Paula who is sixteen and
Lucia who is twelve.
a
a

Having joined Freemasonry in 1998, he later became
the Worshipful Master of his Lodge; the highest
rank one can obtain within a Lodge. Then, he was
appointed as the Provincial Grand Master of Valencia
before becoming elected as the youngest ever Grand
Master of Spain in 2010.
a
a

He has since been re-elected twice and is the only
Grand Master of Spain ever to have served three terms.
For the past three years he has also been honoured to
be the President of the Inter-American Masonic
Confederation. An organisation representing more
than three hundred and twenty thousand Masons.
He is the only non-South American ever to have been
elected to that post.
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I started by asking the Grand Master how he had rst
become interested in Freemasonry. He told me that
he has been interested since the very young age of
fteen, mainly because of what he then perceived
to be the mysterious and esoteric character of the
organisation. However, he had to wait a few more
years before joining the fraternity. Another lawyer,
who was a Mason, put him in touch with Germanies
Lodge and, two years later, he was Initiated as a
Mason. He said that the things which attracted him
most was the friendship, loyalty and fraternity he
found within the Lodge. He found it very easy to join
and has never felt any animosity towards him for
being a Mason. His friends, colleagues and clients are
all happy that he is a Mason and he has never felt any
need to hide the fact. Indeed, like most of us, he is
proud to be a Mason and is happy to talk with
anyone about this fascinating subject.

GRAND LODGE OF SPAIN
It has however, had a huge impact upon both his
home life and career. As he progressed through the
ranks to the very top, he has had enormous claims
made upon his time. Now, as Grand Master, he has
also had to travel all over the world, so far visiting
more than fty countries. He tells me he has visited
the United Kingdom, the United States of America,
almost every country in South America and virtually
every country across Europe. Fortunately, his wife
understands these heavy burdens and is very
supportive of him.
a
a

When asked what Masonry has given him, his rst
response was to say 'maturity', having thought a little
more he added, the ability to listen, the ability to
work in a team atmosphere and to be much humbler.
When I reversed the question and asked what he has
given to Masonry, he thought that he had given a
great deal of time, commitment and common sense.
He has tried to keep good faith in all his dealings
and has tried to be approachable, open and honest
while trying to keep his warm sense of humour.
a
a

'Freemasonry', he said, 'must be serious at times but
must also be fun, otherwise why would anyone want
to join?'

I then asked what he would most like to change
about Masonry. He replied that what he would like
to see most of all, is a more positive image for the
organisation, which he is trying hard to provide.
There are still some who perceive it to be 'secret' and
closed to outsiders. Nothing could be further from
the truth. He wants Masons to be proud of what they
are and what they do and to persuade others that
Masonry is a good, caring and rewarding society
who do a tremendous amount of good for the sick,
less able and generally under-privileged people of
the world.
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To someone thinking of becoming a Mason he
advises that they should not read and believe what
they see in books, lms and on the Internet. Most of
which is, at best, incorrect and at worst, often
rubbish, but to discover the truth for themselves by
approaching a Lodge directly. To then trust their
Brothers and be tolerant of them. Having joined they
should, above all, enjoy belonging to the Lodge.
Freemasonry is fun. While we work hard at times
there is always time to enjoy being together and
learning about new people and new ideas. 'It is time',
he said, 'that Freemasons should become well
known, to shake oﬀ all the false images. It is time to
approach non-Masons and explain to them what
Masonry is really about. It is time to be even more
open, to be proud of what we have done and what
we are continuing to do'.
a
a

He said that if he were asked to give advice to his
eventual successor, he would suggest that he should
'listen a lot but speak only a little'. Finally, when he
nishes his term as Grand Master, he would like to
be remembered as a man who brought peace and
fellowship to Masonry, who helped to organise it
and change it into a more modern Order and who
left it in a better state than when he became Grand
Master.
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ANDALUCIA

THE PROVINCE
OF ANDALUCIA'S
ANNUAL SUMMER
BALL
Article by W. Bro.
Nicholas Van Loan

The Province of Andalucía held its Annual Summer
Ball at the Hotel Tamisa Golf in Mijas Costa, Malaga,
Saturday, 1st July 2017. It was well attended by 121
guests from all over the province.
a
a

The weather being good at this time of year allowed

Gemini Lodge No. 51
donates €1,300 to
Local Charities
Article by W. Bro. Nicholas Van Loan
Syd Weldon, President of Age Care Association,
along with Andrew Toon, President of Age Concern,
receiving a donation of €650.00 each from the
Worshipful Master of Gemini Lodge No.51 on 1 June
2017.
a
a

The Lodge raised the money from a fundraising
'Race Night'.
a
a

W.M. Mike Bedwell said: “He was delighted to donate
the money to two very worthy Charities, and that the
characteristic of a Freemason's heart is Charity.”

8

THE SQUARE & COMPASS AUTUMN 2018

the event to take place outside around the pool with
spectacular views of the distant mountains and
across the magni cent Golf Course. A good time was
had by all and over 2,200 euros was raised for the
Provincial Bene t Fund from the raﬄe and from
donations received from Lodges and individuals.

‘The Characteristic of a Freemason's
heart is Charity.”

ANDALUCIA
Lodge of Unity (98)
Valentine’s Dinner & Dance
Article by W. Bro. Nick Van Loan
PGSD, G. Insp (Andalucia)

Mrs. Davies has joined forces with Margaret Freeman
from the Turre Evangelical Church, herself also a
carer and initiator of the charitable food donation
operation, in Turre. They, along with other volunteers
opened a weekly support group, based in the church
building, oﬀering coﬀee, lunch, and a meeting place
for carers and their dependents to receive much
needed social interaction and practical advice, in a
safe and non-judgmental environment.
a
a

The Lodge of Unity (98) entertained over 115 guests
at the Hostal Rural, Turre on 14th February 2018, St.
Valentine´s Night. An excellent dinner was followed
by dancing with local entertainers “Melodee”. All of
the proceeds from the evening were donated to the
local charity, “Stepping Stones”, and the sum donated
was topped up by the Lodge of Unity, enabling 1,000
euros to be handed to the Founder of the Charity,
Mrs. Francis (Fanny) Davies, by the Master of the
Lodge, W.Bro. David Wilson (picture as above).
a
a

A big ‘Thank you’ was extended to everybody, who
so enthusiastically supported this event and helped
to make this donation possible.
a
a

Concerning “Stepping Stones” : A voluntary carers'
group, established in Turre, to provide practical and
social help for people who are caring for relatives
with degenerative conditions. The founder of the
group is resident, Francis (Fanny) Davies, who has
lived in Spain since 1973, and whose husband, John
suﬀered from Alzheimer's disease. Alzheimer's is the
most common type of dementia – progressive
degenerative brain syndromes which aﬀect memory,
thinking, behaviour and emotion, which in 2010
struck an estimated 35.6 million people worldwide,
according to the Alzheimer's Disease International
organisation.
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Mrs. Davies has commented, “most socialising stops
because it is just too diﬃcult, and, in Turre, in the
meeting room, it does not matter if someone shouts
out, or does something embarrassing – it is essential
for carers' to be able to share their experiences and
to talk to others in a supportive environment”.
a
a

The group, which is open for any carers, not just
those looking after Alzheimer suﬀerers, bene ts from
the support of a Mojacar based nursing company
“Almeria Angels”, whose nurses attend the meetings
free and provide advice on medication. It is not a day
care centre; it is a social activity centre for carers and
their loved ones to enjoy and at the same time to
receive the support they need .
a
a

Also, importantly, a very good time was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, with excellent entertainment, lively
dancing and general good humour.

ANDALUCIA
ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY OF
GRAN LOGIA
DE PROVINCIAL
DE ANDALUCIA
Held at the Hotel I.P.V.
Palace & Spa, Fuengirola

Article by W. Bro. Nick Van Loan
PGSD, G. Insp (Andalucia)

Saturday 20th January 2018, more Brethren than
ever before (161) gathered for the thirty rst Annual
Assembly of the Province of Andalucia.
A
a

The Freemasons of Andalucia, with positive action,
raised over €60,500.00 during the three years of this
Provincial Grand Charity, all for the bene t of these
children and their families.
A

Through the dedicated leadership of the Provincial
Grand Master of the Province, the R.W. Bro. Giles
David Crawford, this was a very special occasion,
particularly the celebration of the conclusion of an
extremely successful three year Provincial Grand
Charity, the bene ciary, the “Asociación Piel de
Mariposa, DEBRA.es”, or as known as “The Butter y
Children”.
A

The meeting opened in traditional 'ritualistic' due
and ancient custom, with welcoming from the
Provincial Grand Master to all assembled, and to the
Assistant Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Lawrence Howard.
A minutes' silence was observed for Departed Merit
(including the R.W. Bro. William B. Norton, Past Grand
Master of the Province).
A

a

a

Butter y children are born with Epidermolysis
bullosa, a rare, painful, chronic and incurable disease,
characterised by extreme fragility of the skin. The
lightest touch causes blisters and open wounds and
these can occur spontaneously. Children can suﬀer
from long and painful daily treatments ; the loss of
both hands and feet causing serious disability and
total dependency on carers; constant health issues
such as malnutrition, anaemia, narrowing of the
oesophagus, infections, malignant skin, dental
complications and more.
A

Registrations proved all Lodges in the Province were
represented, to hear reports from the Provincial
Grand Master, the Provincial Grand Secretary, and
the Report and Budget from the Provincial Grand
Treasurer, all receiving acclaimed approval.

a

Founded in Andalucia (Marbella) in 1993 this
National Charity provides a specialist respite centre
in Marbella for children and their families oﬀering
specialist nursing care and counselling. It also oﬀers
national nursing care, counselling and support and
the training of health professionals across Spain, as
well as campaigning for research.
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a

ANDALUCIA
After “calling oﬀ”, a very emotional and joyful part of
the occasion – receiving a small deputation from
DEBRA.es, led by the President, Sra. Nieves Montero,
was escorted into the Temple and a representative
from each Lodge was summoned to form a “Masonic
Chain of Union”.
a
a

The symbolic cheque for €60,569.00 was handed to
the President via each member of the chain.

organisation of a Provincial Charity Committee, for
the oﬃce of Provincial Grand Tyler and for “account
checkers”.
a
a

Then followed Investitures of Provincial Oﬃcers by
The Provincial Grand Master, commencing with the
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, V.H. Juan Paulo
Gomez Hurtado, reaﬃrming his obligation. Also the
appointment of a new Assistant Provincial Grand
Master, W.Bro. David Mantle.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Master then formally invested
all of the Oﬃcers receiving their First Appointments
(both Active and Past) and all Oﬃcers receiving
Second Appointments in the Province (both Active
and Past), greeting each Brother, personally.
a
a

As a nal tribute to the Provincial Grand Charity, the
Provincial Grand Master oﬃcially recognised
outstanding work by two Lodges (Almeria Lodge No.
74, and Lodge of Unity No. 98), by calling the
Brethren to assemble on the oor of the Temple and
presenting each Lodge with a diploma in celebration
of their raising €27,000.00 between them.
a
a

The Festive Board was obviously a joyous aﬀair, with
excellent cuisine, accompanied by imbibing of some
ne wines etc.
a
a

“Onwards and upwards”, the Province of Andalucia
continues to ' y the ag' of the Province, with pride.

Then, Calahonda Lodge No. 53 of the Honourable
Fraternity of Ancient Freemasons, W. Bro. Jan Owens
and her two Wardens, Bro's Margo Dalby and Barbara
Meadows were invited into the Assembly to present
DEBRA.es with their symbolic cheque for €5,074.00. a
a

The representatives were grateful, gave sincere
thanks, and explained (from personal experiences)
about life with the disease, how the Charity was
established, and how the Province of Andalucia was
one of the rst organisations to give nancial help.
Some 250 families are suﬀering with the disease
throughout the Province.
a
a

Following on from “calling on”, elections were
expediently transacted to obtain members for the
Provincial Court of Justice, for members to represent
the Province at the Grand Lodge of Spain, for the
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ANDALUCIA

Post Assembly
The Province of Andalucia was delighted
to receive the following letter from Evanina Morcillo Makow,
Director of the Butter y Children (DEBRA Spain)
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ANDALUCIA

MOJACAR MASONS
STILL SUPPORTING
THEIR LOCAL
COMMUNITY
Article compiled by
W.Bro. Graham Beech
G Insp Andalucia
submitted by W. Bro.
Nick Van Loan PGSD

In addition to support of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Andalucia Charity Festival over the last three years,
the Brethren of Almeria Lodge No. 74, and the Lodge
of Unity No. 98 have not lost sight of the special
needs of the local community in the areas served by
these Lodges.
a
a

This has been demonstrated by the presentation of
€1,000.00 given to “ASADIS” – the ASociacion Amigos
DIScapacitados, which is an Association that gives
practical specialist support to 'special' young
children, who are in some way disabled and need
one-to-one specialist teaching support.
a
a

This association was formed by parents of these
children in 1997, and is attached to the local Primary
School in Los Gallardos in the Province of Almeria.
This latest donation brings the total support to
“ASASIS” from these two Lodges to over €2,200.00
during the last two years, together with the provision
of a computer tablet to support a special needs child.
“ASADIS” is supported well by the Local Authority,
but, as always, the nancial support is heavily
constrained and they rely on nancial aid from
supporters and sponsors within the Community,
which has again been answered by this latest
donation.
a
a

The children, when they are eighteen years old, often
transfer to another association called “ASPRODALBA”
(butter y with a broken wing) where they continue
to get specialist support throughout adulthood.
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“ASPRODALBA” has also been well supported by
these Lodges to the sum of over €13,000.00 during
the last ten years. The pictures of the presentation
of the latest donation of €1,000.00 which took place
on 1st March at Los Gallardos Ayuntamiento, shows
Senora Cati Flores Morales (Founder and President
of “ASADIS”), Senora Maria Gonzalez Martinez (The
Mayoress of Los Gallardos), Senor Francisco Rexes
Morin (the Deputy Mayor), Senora Paqui Gonzolez
Martinez (translator) and Senoras Mari Leo Gonzalez
Bemonte & Fina Vivo (Mothers of 2 of the children).a
a

Representing the Lodges are W.Bro. David Wilson,
the W.M. of Lodge of Unity, W.Bro. Victor Childe, the
I.P.M. of Almeria Lodge, and Charity Steward of both
Lodges, with W.Bro. John McGovern, the Almoner of
both of the Lodges.

ANDALUCIA
To raise funds to support the “ASADIS” charity
donation Almeria Lodge No.74 and Lodge of Unity
No.98 organised and sponsored a special 'Murder
Mystery' Dinner, at a local restaurant where the
Brethren, and friends, were encouraged to enter into
the spirit with 'Fancy Dress' whilst the cast of
'The Indalo Players' drama group acted out their
performance during the evening.
a
The theme of the evening was the '1920s in Chicago'.
The event was a great success with over €500.00
being raised to support the Charity fund donation.
A prize for the best 'fancy dress' was won by W.Bro.
John McGovern (Almoner of both of the Lodges)
who is pictured below with W.Bro. Victor Childe (The
Charity Steward of both the Lodges) who generally
organised the event.

Pictured above is W. Bro. John, with his wife Christine
at the celebration dinner.
NB: John is wearing his most recent masonic regalia!

W.Bro. John McGovern (previously mentioned as the
Almoner of both Lodges) recently joined the exalted
ranks of the 'Octogenarian Club' celebrating his 80th
Birthday at a surprise party organised by his fellow
Brethren of Lodge of Unity 98, at the Hostal Rural,
Turre, which is where the Lodges meet.
a
a

John (who, most unusually, was stuck for words!) was
presented with a splendid 'commemorative gift box'
of Masonic Working Tools (the presentation of The
Working Tools being a speciality of John in the
Lodge).
a
a

From this event €85.00 was collected and John made
a personal donation, which together with cash
collected from Brethren of that Lodge at Christmas
(in lieu of the exchanging of Christmas cards) raised a
total of €200.00 speci cally to support the “ASADIS”
charity donation, of €500.00 from the Lodge of Unity,
with the further €500.00 from Almeria Lodge.
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BALEARIC ISLANDS

Balearic Provincial Grand Lodge
Summer 2017
Submitted by W. Bro. Chris Langley Kirke
With the summer tourist season over on the Balearic
Islands, we have started our Masonic year and are now
in full swing. All the lodges are involved in holding
regular meetings, lodges of instruction, charity events,
social events as well as participating in all the side
orders which exist on the islands.
a
Living in the Baleares, as a mason you can participate in
Emulation Craft lodges, Scottish Rite lodges from 1st to
30th degree, Mark lodges, Ark Mariners, Secret Monitor,
Royal Holy Arch Chapters, Knights Templar, Knights of
Malta & Knights Templar Priests. A big array of Masonry
given that we are only 4 relatively small islands making
up the Province of Baleares.
a
The interconnection between lodges and orders on the
various islands is increasing. Some Brethren may not
appreciate the eﬀort Brethren here in the Baleares have
to make to visit other lodges or attend meetings on
other islands. We cannot get in a car & drive or take a
bus or train. Meetings on other islands or the mainland
all mean ights & often nights in hotels adding to cost
& loss of time. By visiting and attending events on the
mainland and throughout the islands, Balearic Masons
are really showing their dedication to Masonry in Spain.
One of the highlights of the winter has been the lodge
meeting held in Ibiza to celebrate thirty years existence
of Lodge Concord No.66 and the installation of the new
Master Frank Scheﬀer.
a
Though this is a ne landmark to celebrate, to help
consolidate Masonry on Ibiza, there are plans in motion
to amalgamate the 2 English speaking lodges on the
island into a new lodge to be consecrated at the
beginning of the next masonic year. The idea is that we
will increase Masonry by strength in numbers.
For this edition of the Square & Compasses I would like
to highlight the work carried out by the Pythagoras
Lodge & Ramon Llull Lodge in Mallorca. They have been
working hard on several projects.
a
What follows is a report put together by W. Brother
David Jury. He writes:
a
In 2016 Lodge Pythagoras No.70 raised money on
behalf of the Mallorca food bank, “Banco Alimento”.
This year, 2018 our aim is to involve Ramon Lull, an
English speaking lodge and to double the amount
raised in 2016. Through generous donations we raised
1400 euros and on 2nd December brethren from both
lodges began the task of buying essential items for the
homeless and needy in Mallorca for ‘Operation Kilo’,
part of the Banco Alimento charity organisation. Items
purchased apart from food included baby nappies and
wipes.

The food bank is a non-profit foundation based on
volunteering, its object is to recover food surpluses
from our area and to channel it towards needy people.
Their motto is 'WE NEED WHAT YOU HAVE LEFT OVER’. a

a

a

a

a

a
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The food bank does not directly deliver food to the end
user, but donates it to recognised health care centres,
which because of their direct relationship with people
in need ensures that the food reaches its correct
destination. In the case of Spain, all the food banks are
integrated into the Spanish Federation of Food Banks
FESBAL.
a

The European banks collected 328,700 tons of food
worth 720 million euros and distributed to 4.7 million
people through 25,900 charities and social services.
Worldwide, there are currently around 500 food banks.
In 1987 the first Food Bank of Spain was established in
Barcelona. At present, 53 food banks operate in this
country.

CANARY ISLANDS

Ave Fenix Lodge No.73

Tenerife Lodge No. 117
a

a

Article submitted by W.Bro. Roger Fisher

Article by W. Bro. Roger Fisher

On the 12th March the Tenerife Lodge No.117 held
an initiation ceremony for Mr Raymond McCann.
The W.M W. Bro Kelly and his officers performed an
excellent ceremony & afterwards the many visitors
attending enjoyed an excellent festive board at the
Comodoro restaurant in Los Cristianos.

The Brethren their wives and partners attended a
special lunch to celebrate Ave Fenix Lodge No 73's
25th Birthday.
a
a

The event was held at the Oyster Catcher restaurant
Los Cristianos Tenerife. There were over 50 guests
invited and all enjoyed this special occasion.
The Lodge members were delighted to welcome two
Lodge founder members and their wives. R.W.Bro.
Lawrence Howard and his wife Marilyn and R.W.Bro
Ivor Gilmour and his wife Aniko as seen in the first
photograph below.
a
a

Our thanks also to W.Bro Ray Shaw for organising the
event and to W.Bro Kelly from Tenerife Lodge No.117
for taking the photographs.

New venue for
Lodge Teide
a

Article by W.Bro. John H. Williams ProvDepGDC
Worshipful Master Lodge Teide No.34
Having considered 29 venues, including 26 hotels,
the Lodge Re-Location sub-committee has selected
The Cathedral Hall of The Gran Hotel Callao, Callao
Salvaje, as the new home for Lodge Teide No.34.
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CANARY ISLANDS

Freemasonry at Work
Article submitted by W.Bro. Roger Fisher
Please nd details of a nice letter received from the Provincial Lodge of the Isle of Man.
It refers to assistance given to a Brother whilst on Holiday in Tenerife.
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MURCIA

Provincial Grand Lodge of Murcia
Annual Assembly 2018
Article written by W.Bro. Keith Halliwell PJGD
On Saturday 28th April 2018 the Annual Assembly
of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Murcia took place
at Hotel Venta el Campo, Fuente Alamo, where the
newly appointed Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro.
Peter David Kent was obligated and invested by the
outgoing Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro. Duncan
Robert Mitchell. The Province was delighted with
the presence of the representative of the Grand
Master in the person of R. W. Bro. Barrie Roy Mansell,
Assistant Grand Master.
a
Also in attendance were R.W.Bro. Juan Carlos Ortuño,
President of the Consejo Rector, R. W. Bro. Norman
Leslie Wheatley, Grand Inspector of Publications,
R.W. Bro. Victor Moreno Duran, Grand Inspector of
Social Media and R. W. Bro. Giles Crawford, Provincial
Grand Master of Andalucia and R. W. Bro. Michael
Shilan, the Provincial Grand Master of Valencia.
a
With such a galaxy of high ranking brethren, the
meeting could not fail to be a splendid occasion,
and indeed proved to be such. With every Lodge in
the Province represented and an excellent turn out
of Provincial Oﬃcers.
a
Following normal administrative business, the
Provincial Grand Lodge was called oﬀ and Mrs
Beverley Thompson, the Vice President of MABS
cancer charity, was escorted into the lodge, after an
introduction by the Provincial Grand Master, and
she gave a talk on the work of MABS, in particular
the opening of the Respite Centre in Camposol.
Donations totalling €2000 were made, €500 from
Luz de Murcia Lodge, €500 from Sierra Espuña
Lodge and €1000 from Provincial Grand Lodge.
Mrs Beverly Thompson was escorted from the lodge
to enthusiastic applause.
a

a

Following this presentation the Provincial Grand
Master then obligated, invested and installed R. W.
Bro. Peter David Kent as Provincial Grand Master of
Murcia and he was saluted accordingly by the
Brethren.
a
a

R.W. Bro. Peter David Kent thanked the outgoing
Provincial Grand Master for all the work he had done
on behalf of the Province of Murcia during the past
ve years. W. Bro. Guillermo Egea Cardona was then
appointed, obligated and invested as the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, and W. Bro. Pedro Alarcon
Sanchez was appointed, obligated and invested as
Assistant Provincial Grand Master.
a
a

The rest of the Provincial Oﬃcers, both active and
past were then invested by the Provincial Grand
Master, including R.W. Bro. Duncan Robert Mitchell
as Provincial Grand Secretary, the oﬃce he had held
before becoming Provincial Grand Master. It is not
known whether he considers this advancement or
not!!

a

The most recent entrants into Freemasonry, Bros.
Pedro Garcia Quesada and Angel Sanchez Garcia of
Conde de Floridablanca Lodge, both Initiated at the
same meeting, were then brought to the Provincial
Grand Master in order that he could welcome them
into the Craft and to express his belief that they
represented the future of Freemasonry not only in
Spain in general but in this Province in particular. a
W.Bro. John Watt Sangster W.M. Sierra Espuña Lodge
Mrs Beverley Thompson Vice President M.A.B.S.
W.Bro.Peter Horne W.M. Luz de Murcia Lodge
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a

Following the meeting a splendid Festive Board was
enjoyed by 116 brethren, and the Raﬄe raised €765
in the cause of Charity.

MURCIA

MABS
RESPITE
CENTRE
CAMPOSOL

Article written by
R.W.Bro. Duncan Robert
Mitchell, PPGM

April 2018 saw the oﬃcial opening of the MABS
cancer charity respite centre in Urbanization
Camposol, Mazarron Murcia.
a
The Charity which supports the families of all those
suﬀering from cancers was formed in the Valencia
Province and has regional bases throughout the
Costa Blanca and Costa Calida.
a
They provide specialised care, help with translations,
transporting patients to and from hospitals and
being that person to talk to and gain con dence.
The charity purchased the old doctors centre in
Camposol at the beginning of the year, and with the
help of contractors and many volunteers they have
converted the building into a respite centre for those
suﬀering from all types of cancer.
a
The centre will also be used as a drop in centre for
those seeking advice and on the lower level there are
storage areas for all of their specialist equipment and
fund raising articles.
a
The Provincial Grand Lodge of Murcia has been
proud to assist this most needed facility and has
been able to pay for an air conditioning system
throughout the building, the specialised sanitary
ttings in the two wet rooms & articles of specialised
furniture amounting to €9000.
a
The Provincial Grand Master of Murcia, R.W. Bro.
Duncan Robert Mitchell, said he was pleased that we
had been able to assist and speed up the opening
of this centre.
a

The photo above shows:
a

Duncan Robert Mitchell - Past Provincial Grand Master
Beverley Thomson - Vice President of MABS
Garry Sandlan - Provincial Charity Steward
Peter Kent - Provincial Grand Master

a

a

a

a
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The Provincial Grand Lodge of
Murcia has made a decision to
support this charity and others
in the following years.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
GLPV PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY
A

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer, Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Saturday the 24th February 2018, the Annual Grand Assembly of Valencia was held at the Hotel Grand Bali
in Benidorm. This was a very well attended meeting with more than two hundred Masons in attendance.
The meeting was opened by the Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Michael Anthony Shilan at 11:00,
after which numerous Grand Lodge Oﬃcers of this and other Provinces were warmly welcomed.

This year the Assembly was honoured by the presence
of the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Spain, the M.W.
Bro. Óscar de Alfonso, who was accompanied by two
Assistant Grand Masters of Spain, R.W. Bro. Barrie Roy
Mansell and R.W. Bro. Lawrence Howard.
A

W.Bro. Keith Moseley
W.Bro. Keith Norcutt
W.Bro. Cornelius van der Wiel
Bro. Jacob. de Leest
W.Bro. Dilwyn Philips

San Juan de Espana Nº 28
Javea Lodge Nº 40
Leukopolis Nº 85
Leukopolis Nº 85
Old Tower Nº 49

40 yrs
40 yrs
40 yrs
45 yrs
40 yrs

A

The Prov. Grand Master was delighted to reappoint his
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro. Rodney Charles
Bignell and his two Assistant Provincial Grand Masters,
W.Bro. Roy Alan Mitchell & V.H. Eladio González Jover. A
A

V.W.Bro. Jeﬀrey Steven Hyde was reappointed as the
Prov. Senior Grand Warden & W.Bro. Terrence Porter was
obligated and invested as the Provincial Junior Grand
Warden with special thanks to the outgoing Provincial
Junior Grand Warden, W.Bro. Ronald Charles Knight who
moved to Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden.
A
A

New items were introduced to the proceedings this year
including a presentation of all the current Worshipful
Masters of each Lodge in the Province.
A
A

Long service certi cates were issued to those Brethren
who have completed exceptional lengths of service to
the Craft, they are namely:

20

THE SQUARE & COMPASS AUTUMN 2018

In addition there were two Brethren who sadly could not
be present for the ceremony who also have long service
awards:
Bro. Kenneth Banks-Scho eld Old Tower Nº 49
Puerto de Xabia Nº 58
R.W.Bro. Ray J. Horn

50 yrs
50 yrs

VALENCIA PROVINCE
This Assembly is one of, if not the most, important
meetings in our calendar. It is a chance for Masons of all
ranks to meet, renew old acquaintances and discover
what has been happening, and approve the plans and
budget for the forthcoming year within the Province. a
a

It is also where promotions and honours are bestowed
upon deserving Masons and when the Provincial Grand
Master has a chance to meet with & thank the Brethren
for their help and support over the past year.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Master was particularly pleased
this year to note that representatives of every Lodge in
the Province were present.

The Provincial Grand Treasurer, W.Bro. Frederick C. Miller
presented the Annual Report of the Treasurer for 2017
and its associated Provincial Balance Sheet for 2017
together with the budget for 2018, all of which were
unanimously approved by the Brethren present.
a
a

After the meeting, the Brethren dined with the Grand
Master, the Provincial Grand Master and many Grand
Oﬃcers. A raﬄe was held which raised a signi cant sum
which, along with other monies raised, will be donated
to local charities.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Master stated that El Preventorio
children's home in Gandia was to be his chosen charity
for the year along with the Masonic summer school in
Guadalest to which the children of El Preventorio are
often invited.

He also announced the name of his 'Mason of the Year'
for 2018 - the Mason so honoured from this Province
being W. Bro. Gordon Ramshead of Dama de Elche
Lodge Nº163
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
GRAND LODGE
OF VALENCIA
PRESENT CHEQUE
TO EL PREVENTORIO,
GANDIA
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Thursday, 25th January 2018, the Provincial Grand
Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Valencia, W.Bro. Fred
Miller, visited El Preventorio children's home in
Gandia to present a cheque for €2000.
a
a

Having supported the home for several years, this
was the latest in a long line of cheques & gifts for the
children to help make their lives just a little better. a
a

The money was largely raised by a grand charity raﬄe
held late last year at the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Valencia's Ladies Night where over 200 Masons and
their wives, raised the magni cent sum of €1,600. a

The cheque was presented by W.Bro.Fred Miller to
Sra. Maria José Castelló Morant, the Director of the
home, who was immensely grateful. She said that this
would be added to other monies raised to support a
paid, part time worker to help clean, wash and dry
bedding etc, a constant chore for the volunteers and
becoming almost impossible to sustain.
a
a

As most of you will know, cleaning up after two or
three children is diﬃcult, but with upwards of fty it
becomes a major chore. If suﬃcient money can be
raised it is hoped that this post could become a
permanent one in the future.
a

a

a

When local Masons of Oliva La Safor Lodge heard of
this, they were moved to add another €400 to round
the total up to a very respectable €2000.

The photo above shows W.Bro Fred presenting the
cheque to Sra. Castelló, the one below is a group shot
of Fred with some of the workers and volunteers.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
VALENCIA ANNUAL
PROVINCIAL LADIES
NIGHT IN BENIDORM
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia
On Saturday 21st October, more than 200 Freemasons
from all over the Province of Valencia assembled in
Benidorm for their annual Provincial Ladies Night.
Masons from the north of Castellon to the south of
Alicante turned out for a grand celebratory dinner,
which included live entertainment & a charity raﬄe. a
a

Each Lodge throughout the region (there are now 28)
usually holds a Ladies Night once a year, primarily to
thank their wives and partners for their support.
Masonic wives sometimes have to put up with a lot!
Many Masons attend meetings 2 or 3 times a week,
sometimes more. Their duties require them to spend
time away from home and most admit they could not
do it without the support of their loved ones.
a
a

Also, once a year, there is a Provincial Ladies Night
which is also to thank our wives but this one is on a
rather grander scale. It is organised on behalf of the
Provincial Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Michael Shilan who
acts as President supported by his lovely Lady Muriel.
They were aided by the Provincial Grand Stewards
Lodge who acted as escorts and guides throughout
the evening.
a
a

The meeting was held at the Benidorm Grand Bali
Hotel and began with a cava and canapé reception,
followed by a 4 course dinner. The Ladies toast was
given by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro.
Rodney Bignell. The President's wife, Muriel, was then
serenaded by popular singer V.W.Bro. Jeﬀ Hyde who
sang the Ladies Song extremely well and received a
well-deserved round of applause.

Muriel responded to the toast and thanked all those
who had helped in organising the event & especially
all of the people who had come along to enjoy the
evening. She said that there was an enormous
amount of work needed to organise such an event
and most people didn't realise how many people
were involved and how long it took. Without the free
and voluntary assistance of so many people the
event would be impossible.
a
a

Later there was yet more music supplied by local
group 'Black Glitter' who played and sang songs from
the sixties to the eighties. There was also a grand
charity raﬄe oﬀering a selection of valuable prizes
and which was held in support of El Preventorio
children's home in Gandia. This raised the incredible
amount of just over one thousand six hundred euros
which will be used to purchase something much
needed by the home.
a
a

The evening ended at one in the morning by which
time everyone was fed, watered and danced out. A
great evening enjoyed by everyone.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
PROVINCIAL GRAND
LODGE OF VALENCIA
HOLDS GOLF DAY
Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia recently held a
Grand Golf Tournament to raise money to send under
privileged children to the Summer School in Guadalest.
This was held at the Serena Golf centre & was attended
by fty-six keen golf lovers.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Michael Shilan
and his deputy, V.W.Bro Rodney Bignell, were both in
attendance to support this day's eﬀorts. Provincial
Charity Steward, W.Bro. Trevor Bagnall was also there
and took part in the match.
a
a

As well as the golf tournament, there were also several
competitions to raise more money. One was to guess
how many balls would be lost over the day & one lucky
chap, Mick Billings, got the number exactly right by
forecasting 212. There was also an auction which raised
a further €745. The prizes, which consisted of pre-paid
green fees, were donated by golf courses in Alicante,
Elche, Bonalba, La Serena, Las Colinas and Vistabella.
Many thanks to all for their wonderful support.
a
a

Prizes were also donated by local businesses in the form
of bottles of spirits etc. There were also 2 autographed
items in the auction: a polo shirt signed by Darren
Clarke - Ryder Cup Captain and a golf glove signed by
Padraig Harrison - Ryder Cup winner!

Sponsorship was also oﬀered by the following:Boats & Barcos, Torrevieja
JR's Country Club, Ciudad Quesada
Easy Insurance SL, Torrevieja
Caroline's Embroidery Workshop
Alicante Lettings, Donna Pepa
As a result of all the activities on the day a magni cent
total of more than €2,800 was raised. The day was
largely organised by W.Bro. John Harvey & Bro. Mike
Wyatt who did most of the donkey work. A lot of help
and support was also given by Mr John O'Brian, who
represented the Spanish Golf Federation, and also
managed to obtain some of the green fee prizes.
a
a

All attendees also had a fantastic lunch & the overall
view was that it had been a magni cent event. On a
nal note, preparations are already in progress for a
similar tournament next year, probably at Bonalba
Golf, with a date yet to be con rmed.
Winners of the various events:
a
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Spanish
Federated

1st John O'Brien & Denis McCormack
2nd Bill Martin & Eric Owens
3rd Brent Hollings & John Dodd

Non
Federated

1st Rebecca & Yvette McGeehan
2nd Paul Burletson & Steve Cardwell
3rd Martin Gedney & Mike Billins

VALENCIA PROVINCE
RED CROSS INVITES
FREEMASONS
OF VALENCIA TO
PRESENTATION

Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Senior Freemasons of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
Valencia were invited to the Red Cross Headquarters in
Alicante to attend a presentation, both to thank them
for their donation of an invaluable support vehicle and
to demonstrate what had been done with that support
vehicle which had been presented to them almost
three years ago.
a
a

The meeting was arranged by Snr. Pedro Dominguez
Crego and the Red Cross team, who are responsible
for alliances and European residents & for International
cooperation. The senior Masons in attendance were
R.W.Bro. Michael Shilan, the Provincial Grand Master,
W.Bro. David Watts, the Provincial Grand Secretary &
W.Bro. Trevor Bagnall the Provincial Grand Charity
Steward.
a
a

The presentation resulted from Valencia’s Province wide
3 year festival to raise money for the Red Cross which
culminated in the donation of a fully tted ambulance
and two fully tted support vehicles, one of which was
donated to the Alicante Red Cross.
a
a

Snr. Dominguez and the team headed an extremely
well-presented meeting at their headquarters in
Alicante. They started by explaining the wide areas in
which they were trying to help the less fortunate
people of the Vega Baja and other areas, of which sadly,
there are many. They try to help a wide variety of
people including the homeless, immigrants, those
facing natural disasters such as res and virtually every
other misfortune you could think of.
a
a

They were extremely proud to be the recipients of the
support vehicle which has changed their lives & those
of the people they assist and the quality of help they
can give. They have since been able to provide help to
hundreds of people and can now travel directly to them
to oﬀer help.
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The specially tted out vehicle is tted with hot water
tanks & showers to allow people to have a shower when
needed. It can provide a place where desperate people
are able to meet and be helped. This help takes a variety
of forms - food & medical help, sorting paperwork such
as ID cards, help with personal hygiene and even such
mundane things as chiropody. In some cases, the team
speak to foreign consulates to help people return to
their home country. The vehicle allows the Red Cross
team to be proactive rather than reactive.
a
a

Originally the vehicle was used in 2015 to help people
in the Guardamar, Seguro and Orihuela areas. However,
by 2017 this area was extended to include Rojales,
Santa Pola and Fulgencia. From 30 interventions in 2015,
numbers have risen to over 3000 by the end of 2017!
They are hoping to increase these numbers even more
in the future. The team are able to converse in several
languages which helps many homeless people by no
means all of which are Spanish. Some are very reclusive
having lived on the streets for many years and would
probably not have approached the Red Cross. Now the
Red Cross are able to approach them directly, which has
enabled much more help to be given.
a
a

The team now follow set but diﬀerent routes every day
each week so the people needing help know where to
nd them. When the people get to know and trust the
team real help can be given.
a
a

Almost all of this work is done by volunteers and much
is paid for by donations from various sources including
the Freemasons. We were extremely impressed by the
scope and breadth of the help oﬀered & were extremely
pleased to be invited by the team.
a
a

Our thanks must go to Snr. Dominguez and the team for
their hospitality and to the hundreds of Masons around
the Province of Valencia who made all this possible.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
FREEMASONS OF
ARENAL DEPORTIVA
ATTEND JAVEA
FIREWORKS DISPLAY

Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Friday, 8th September, more than fty Masons
and invited guests met for an extremely good dinner
in the popular Attico restaurant in Javea. This was to
celebrate the start of a new Masonic year, to raise
some money for charity and, above all, to enjoy
ourselves.
a
a

The evening was a great success. The meal was
superb as was the company. Staﬀ and service were
great and everyone enjoyed themselves very much.
This event was organised by our Charity Steward,
W.Bro Ray Guise-Smith and his wife Coral, who put
in a lot of eﬀort to ensure everything ran smoothly.a
a

The evening began at the unusually late time of
9pm, due to the reworks display not starting until
1am . It was therefore a long and relaxed evening.
When the reworks nally started everyone was
enthralled. This was undoubtedly one of the best
displays I have ever seen – certainly live.
a
a

Some displays, such as those of Australia celebrating
New Year, may be better but very, very few local
ones could live up to this. Well done Javea!
a
a

Starting promptly at 1pm the incredible display
lasted for twenty- ve minutes and ignited over four
hundred and fty kilos of spectacular reworks. This
brought several rounds of appreciative applause
from the Masons and guests as well as the crowds
outside. The Attico restaurant was exceptionally well
placed to see the exhibition. Being several stories
high and showing the whole of Javea Bay it is hard
to think there was anywhere better to view from, a
fantastic spot.
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A charity raﬄe was also held raising two hundred &
sixty ve euros to be donated to the charity chosen
by this year's Worshipful Master, W.Bro Ian Brown.
This money, along with other funds raised, will be
donated later in the year to El Preventorio, the
children's home in Gandia, which, among others, we
have been pleased to support for several years.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
ARENAL DEPORTIVA
LODGE HOLD BARBEQUE
FOR CHARITY
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

This event was held in the garden of the Worshipful
Master of the Lodge W.Bro. Ian Brown and his lovely
wife Eileen who spared no eﬀort to make the
afternoon a great success.
a
a

Music was supplied by popular local entertainer Ian
Henry, who played and sang for the entire afternoon
and into the early evening.

On Sunday, 29th October, Freemasons of Arenal
Deportiva Lodge held a late summer barbecue for
members and guests of the Lodge to raise much
needed funds for charity.
a
a

The original date was set for a couple of weeks earlier
but, as is often the case with barbecues, rain stopped
play. The date chosen had one of the heaviest downpours in recent history making the prospect of eating
outside totally impossible. The barbecue had to be
cancelled at the last minute and postponed until a
day with hopefully better weather.
a
a

On the new date the fates were kinder and the BBQ
went ahead in glorious sunshine. Almost 40 Masons,
their wives and friends turned up for what was to be
a glorious afternoon of good food, good wine and
good friends.

A wonderful choice of meats were grilled on the
barbecue by Ian and his volunteer helpers including
lamb, chicken, burgers and sausages along with a
variety of salads. To nish fresh fruit and several very
good cakes were oﬀered and it looked as though
everyone enjoyed their meal and, in most cases,
second helpings.
a
a

Several methods of raising money for charity by the
charity steward W.Bro. Ray Guise-Smith, were
mercilessly employed including a raﬄe.The proceeds
from these totalled a magni cent four hundred and
fty-two euros which will be added to other amounts
raised at other events and donated to El Preventorio
children's home in Gandia at a later date.
a
a

A great round of thanks must be oﬀered to Ian and
Eileen for sharing their home, the willing volunteers
who made great eﬀorts to keep everyone happy and
to all the generous Masons and their guests who
raised so much for a very worthwhile charity.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
ARENAL
DEPORTIVA
LADIES
NIGHT
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Arenal Deportiva Lodge recently held their annual
Ladies Night at the Salones El Canor in Teulada. This
was a very successful aﬀair with over eighty Masons
and guests attending. The idea of the Masonic Ladies
Night is to thank the wives & partners for their help,
support and understanding over the past year.
A
A

The current Worshipful Master of the Lodge is the
President of the meeting and his Lady is the hostess.
This year’s President was W.M Ian Brown, ably assisted
by his lovely wife Eileen.

The evening started with a cava reception followed
by a formal dinner. The MC for the evening was W.Bro
Michael Banks who did a sterling job.
A
A

Wonderful music & singing throughout the meal was
provided by our very own W.Bro Ian Henry, a very
popular local and international artiste who is always
extremely well received. He has the knack of being
able to sing and play loudly enough to be heard but
never to be intrusive – a rare talent.
A
A

During the meal various toasts were oﬀered including
El Rey King Felipe VI. The toast to the Ladies was given
by W.Bro Brian Imber in an exemplary manner.
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The Ladies song was then sung by Ian Henry before
the hostess, Mrs Eileen Brown, responded to the toast
with a very good speech of her own.
A
A

After dinner, more entertainment with Matt Mason,
another very talented performer who increased the
tempo for some more energetic after dinner dancing.
A grand raﬄe was held for charity raising an excellent
€600 euros. This will be donated to El Preventorio
children's home in Gandia along with other monies
raised through the year.

It is the privilege of the incumbent Worshipful Master
to choose the charity the Lodge will support during
his year in oﬃce and he has chosen El Preventorio.
This continues a pattern set over the last few years to
help this worthy charity as Arenal Deportiva have
now supported them for more than four years.
A
A

If you feel able to support El Preventorio, they always
need children's clothing, food, toys, books (Spanish)
and toiletry requisites which can be delivered to the
home at almost any time during the day.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
PUERTO DE XABIA LODGE
HOLD GRAND TREASURE
HUNT FOR CHARITY
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On the 10th of September, Lodge Puerto de Xabia 58,
held a Treasure hunt in the Javea area. It was attended
by more than thirty masons, wives and friends.
a
a

An excellent lunch was taken at the restaurant Casa
Pepe in Balcon al Mar. After lunch, which was enjoyed
by all, we were entertained by the group 'Hangover
Tuesday', who played many memorable rock tunes
from the seventies. These were enjoyed by everyone
including other patrons attending the restaurant who
were also having lunch.
a
a

During the break a charity raﬄe was held to raise
money for the Master's chosen charity of the year.
A cheque for two hundred and fty euros was then
presented to the Charity Steward, W. Bro. Chris
Stoneley, by Lawrence from the group on behalf of
Mr & Mrs Sandford who, on returning to the UK, had
left items with Lawrence to sell for charity. A further
twenty euros was donated by Dirk of the Lounge bar
in Javea and twenty euros more from a member of
the public who was simply enjoying the music.
a
a

Many thanks to all.
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With the proceeds from the raﬄe the Lodge was able
to raise the grand sum of ve hundred and seventeen
euros. This money will be donated to the children’s
residential care home 'Les Rotes' in Denia.
a
a

The Worshipful Master Nick Coates thanked everyone
for attending and giving so generously and oﬀered
special thanks to the group for giving up their free
time and entertaining us all so well and at no cost. a
a

Well done to all!

VALENCIA PROVINCE
PUERTA DE XABIA
DONATE TO DENIA
CHILDREN’S HOME

PUERTO DE XABIA
PRESENT VOUCHERS
TO LOS ROTES

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Puerta de Xabia Lodge held a summer party and BBQ
to raise money for the Los Rotes Children's Home in
Denia. More than 70 Masons & guests turned out to
support this worthy cause, held at the Casa de la Pizza
restaurant in Costa Nova. A sumptuous barbecue was
served - a huge selection of tapas was followed by
numerous meat courses & salads which disappeared
at an alarming rate. To nish there was a selection of
beautiful desserts.

During the summer, Puerto de Xabia Lodge held
several money raising events for charity. These have
raised the sum of €600 to be donated to 'Los Rotes'
Children's residential care home in Denia. The money
will be used to provide much needed shoes and other
essential clothing for the children. The Director, Sra.
Beatriz Hernandez asked W.Bro. Stoneley to pass on
her grateful thanks to the Bretheren and all concerned
for their generosity.

Entertainment was provided by local entertainer,
Irish Des, who sang & played songs to suit all tastes.
He played for the whole afternoon and it wasn't long
before the guests started dancing to his music. There
was also a quiz, which had guests scratching their
heads before the winners were announced and
presented with a half case of cava. A charity raﬄe was
held which raised €420 which will be donated, along
with other monies raised, to the children's Home in
Denia. A great afternoon which was enjoyed by all.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
LOGIA DE LAS
SALINAS No. 79
LADIES GALA NIGHT
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia
Saturday, 24th March 2018, saw the gathering at the
Hotel Masa, Torrevieja, of the Worshipful Master, W.Bro.
Norman Barrall, his Wardens and Brethren of Logia de
las Salinas with their Ladies, Guests & members of other
Lodges to celebrate their 'Ladies Gala Dinner Night'. a
a

A cava and canapé reception was held prior to the
assembled guests being called to dinner promptly at
seven thirty. The President for the evening, W.Bro.
Norman Barrall and His Lady, Carol, were introduced by
W.Bro. Cliﬀord Gingell, Director of Ceremonies of the
Lodge, who (by special request) as a 'Professional Toast
Master & Master of Ceremonies' came out of retirement
and donned his red Toast Master coat for one evening
only.

The President’s Lady, Carol, responded to the Toast and
the Ladies Song extending thanks to all those who had
assisted in putting the evening together & thanked all
of the guests for supporting the evening. Norman and
Carol then made a number of presentations, including
a bouquet of owers to Mrs Joan Waddington whose
birthday fell the next day. The assembled guests all
stood and sang ‘Happy Birthday’ & raised their glasses
to Joan. Carol concluded the presentation by presenting
Norman with a 'Half Hunter' Masonic pocket watch. a
a

The Master of Ceremonies introduced Mrs Mary
Chambers co-ordinator of 'Debra' who gave a short but
moving talk on the Masters chosen charity for the year.
The charity 'Debra' supports 'Butter y Children' who
suﬀer from extreme fragility of the skin & need lifelong
support. The proceeds of the evening’s raﬄe which
raised €775 euros will be donated to the charity.
a
a

The formalities concluded, the President and his lady,
led the dancing, with the rst waltz of the evening;
they were joined in quick succession by the guests.
a
a

The 105 guests were superbly wined and dined with
choices of Asparagus soup, Seafood Cocktail, Sole llets
with Menuiére sauce, Loin of Pork with Pepper sauce,
Banana Cheesecake or Strawberry Cake, accompanied
with copious amounts of wine.
a
a

The Toast to the King was made by the President, W.Bro.
Norman Barrall, followed by the toast to the Ladies
proposed by W.Bro. Keith Hutchinson. The Ladies song
was sung by W.Bro. Colin Harlow accompanied by the
Brethren of the Lodge who sang the Chorus.
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Music for the evening was provided by Karen Noble a
female vocalist who sang a wide range of songs from
the fties through to the present day including songs
from the operas and musicals. During the interval the
guests were entertained by Brother James Bowyer
whilst conducting the raﬄe.
a
a

The evening continued with more dancing until the
time for carriages came all to soon; guests departing
to fond farewells, some gliding to waiting cars whilst
others stumbled upstairs to bed.
Many thanks again to all concerned for
a wonderful & memorable evening.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
LAS SALINAS LODGE
ARE REACHING OUT
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

El National Restaurant in Punta Prima was the venue
for the presentation of a €2500 cheque to 'Reach
Out' Torrevieja on Tuesday 21st November by the
Las Salinas Lodge No 79.
a
a

'Reach Out' was the chosen charity of Past Master,
Brian McArdle, an organisation that he praised for
the outstanding work that they do for the homeless
& underprivileged of all nations in the local area.
The presentation was made following November's
monthly 'Saltpot' lunch to Reach Out’s newly elected
President Brian Procter, who said that the bulk of the
donation would be used to purchase tables & chairs
for the centre's comedor (dining room) which now
serves approximately 50 homeless people with meals
from Monday to Friday every week.
a

SANTA FAZ LODGE
DONATES €4300 TO
ASPANION
Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Friday, November 3rd, the Worshipful Master,
W.Bro. Brian Duncan & his Lady, Beryl, visited Alicante
University General Hospital to present a cheque for
€4,300 to Aspanion, a Charity for Children with Cancer
on behalf of the Santa Faz Lodge No 48.
a
a

The cheque was received by Alejandro Garcia Gea, the
Technical Director of Aspanion, who then gave them
an insight into their work and a short tour of their
facilities.

a

Brian explained the kind of support that the charity
provides from their centre in C/Dona Sinforosa,
including the provision of hot meals, showers and
laundry facilities. "A lot of people who are just normal
people like you and I, but who are unfortunately
down on their luck," he said. 'Reach Out' also provides
basic foodstuﬀs to families, as well as clothing, linen
blankets, household items and furniture. They are
currently providing support to 39 families and their
66 children.
a
a

More information of the services provided by 'Reach
Out' can be found at: www.reachouttorrevieja.eu
The charity will arrange to collect contributions if
donors are unable to get to the centre in Torrevieja.

Aspanion aims to ensure the best quality of life for the
children & adolescents with cancer and their families,
from diagnosis onwards. They achieve this by working
in ve key programmes providing psychological and
nancial support, recreational support, education and
social integration, advocacy awareness and general
information.
a
a

The Santa Faz Lodge No 48 raised this money from a
variety of fun activities and social events including a
quiz, beach walk and BBQ, a Chinese meal, a Rastro, a
Strawberry Fayre and a Valentine’s Day lunch.
a
Past W.M. Brian McArdle, presenting cheque
to the President of 'Reachout', Brian Proctor in
the presence of Charity Steward, Vernon Sayce
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a

The Worshipful Master would like to thank the many
ex-pats for their very generous support and assistance
with this year's Charity.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
FREEMASONS DONATE
CLOTHES & SHOES TO
EL PREVENTORIO

SANTA FAZ LODGE
CHARITY WALK

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Wednesday, 18th October 2017, W.Bro. Keith Alcock,
the Provincial Charity Steward of Valencia visited El
Preventorio children's home in Gandia to deliver several
sacks full of clothes & shoes for the children.
a

On Saturday, March 10th 2018, Santa Faz Lodge held
their annual beach walk, organized by the Worshipful
Master Mick Rayner and his lovely Lady, Maureen, to
raise much needed funds for the Children's Home at
Rellue. This is their chosen charity for this year.
a

a

Relying almost entirely on volunteers and charity for
almost all they need, the home is always grateful for
donations of this sort.
a
a

Caring for over 50 children ranging from 3 to 14 years is
no easy matter, particularly as they receive no oﬃcial
help. It is a never ending battle to keep them well
clothed and shod.
a
a

El Preventorio has been supported by various Lodges
over the past few years and now the Provincial Grand
Lodge has also stepped in & designated El Preventorio
as one of their chosen charities for this year. Earlier in
the year they sponsored a large group of children to
visit the Masonic summer school in Guadalest. These
children had a magical time being both entertained &
educated at the same time.
a
a

At the recent Provincial Ladies Night, over €1,600 was
raised which will also go to the home. On a local level
the home has been supported by, amongst others,
White River Lodge, Arenal Deportiva Lodge & Oliva La
Safor Lodge. This donation was made by White River
Lodge and also W.Bro. John Harvey in Quesada. That is
Masons from the extreme north of the Province right
down to the south are now involved.
a
a

The picture shows W.Bro. Keith Alcock with Ms. Silvia
Barnish who acts both as our liaison and our translator.
Many thanks to Silvia.
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a

More than seventy Freemasons & guests took part &
were lucky in that the weather stayed exceptionally
ne for them. The walk was followed by an excellent
barbeque with entertainment provided by our very
own W.M. Mick Rayner.
a
a

As well as providing a pleasant day for the walkers an
extremely useful sum totaling €1,000 was raised for
the Children's Home. Well done to all of those who
helped to organise this very successful day and to all
those who turned up and walked for charity.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
DAMA DE ELCHE LODGE DONATE TO
CHILDREN’S CHARITIES: DEBRA & EMAUS
Articles by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer, Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

W. Bro. Gordon Ramshead of Dama de Elche Lodge,
recently visited 2 local charities to present cheques
to their representatives to assist them in continuing
to support the children in need.
a
a

The rst visit was to DEBRA (The Butter y Children)
These are children born with a genetic disorder
which causes their skin to be as fragile as a butter y's
wing. This creates enormous problems and needs
very careful treatment. This is both diﬃcult and very
expensive. The €1000 donated will be a great help in
continuing the treatment of the children.
a
a

In the photo below, Mary Chambers of DEBRA
receives a cheque for €1000 from W.Bro. Gordon
Ramshead and his partner Sheila Fairbairn at their
La Marina store. This sum was raised by the Brethren
of the Dama de Elche Lodge No 163 during his year
of Mastership, as their chosen charity

On Thursday, 30th November, Trevor Bagnall, Charity
Steward of Dama de Elche Lodge, accompanied by
his wife, Pat, made a pre-Christmas visit to the 21
children of the EMAUS children's home in Elche to
deliver gifts and toiletries for the children.
a
a

Annette English received the gifts with pleasure and
later sent the following email.
a
‘Last week Trevor Bagnell and his wife Pat arrived in
La Marina with a car load of toiletries for the children.
I told them we must have the cleanest kids in Elche
at the moment. All of these toiletries are very
welcome at the home and are always needed. Our
thanks to all the members of Dame De Elche Masonic
Lodge No. 163 for this wonderful donation.’
a
a

The gifts were given to this splendid charity, which
was chosen by W. M. Gordon Ramshead as his charity
for the year. This will be the last donation by Gordon
who is soon to step down as Master but no doubt his
successor will try to carry on his good work.

The second visit was to the Elche Children's Home
where a further cheque was presented to buy 1,000
litres of fuel oil to help keep the children warm at
Christmas & on through the winter. This is a regular
donation by the Dama de Elche Lodge with the
home being one of it's charity recipients.
a
a

The picture top right shows Annette English of the
Elche Children's Home receiving a cheque for €760
from Worshipful Brother Gordon Ramshead and his
partner Sheila Fairbairn.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
THREE KINGS
CELEBRATION
AT PER ELLS

Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

In early January, most Spanish children look forward to
the arrival of the Three Kings (or Tres Reyes) who are far
more important than Father Christmas, as these are the
gift bringers that the children most want to see. None
look forward more eagerly than the children of the Per
Ells day care centre in Turis.
a
a

This event has been sponsored by White River Lodge for
the past eight years. Each year 3 Masons dress up as
Melchor, Gaspar and Balthasar and make the journey to
the centre to give the children a treat.
a
a

The centre currently has around 20 severely disabled
children who attend on a daily basis. This allows them to
meet with other children and gives their parents a short
respite from their constant care needs.
a
a

As is often the case, the centre receives little from the
local authorities and relies heavily on volunteers and
charitable donations. Over the past 8 years the masons
have done a great deal to make their lives a little easier
both by donations and giving up their time to help. a
a

The centre has a nearby garden centre which has been
adapted so that up to ten children can visit and stay
overnight or for a weekend which gives them a much
needed break from their daily routine.
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Originally this building was unusable as there was no
electric supply for light & heating. However, a generator
was sourced and White Lodge Masons installed the
electrical cabling, enabling the building to be turned
into an extra facility.
a
On Saturday, 6th January 2018, over 50 parents and
guests arrived to join in the fun & the children were very
excited. They became even more so as the Three Kings
arrived and led into the assembly hall ready to greet
them. The three Kings took their places at the front and
one by one the children came up to meet them to be
given a gift, sweets and often a big hug as well.
a
It was both humbling and motivating to see how these
children reacted and it is obvious that they are very well
looked after and loved by the carers at the centre, many
of whom are the parents of the disabled children.
a
The centre was originally built and donated by a former
owner of the Valencian Football Club and is now a much
used feature in the town of Turis. The White River Lodge
Masons have done a fantastic job in continuing that
tradition and the children's lives are a little better for it. a
We were joined by Ms Jackie Moore (pictured above
with the 3 Kings) who kindly gave up her time to act as
both liaison and translator.
a

a

a

a

VALENCIA PROVINCE
OLIVA LA SAFOR
LODGE VISIT THE
FRANCISCAN
HOSPICE IN
GANDIA
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Brethren of Oliva La Safor Lodge & their wives recently
visited the Franciscan Men's Refuge in Gandia to see for
themselves how the refuge is run & how the money and
gifts raised by the Lodge are being spent & distributed.a
a

The Masons did not arrive empty handed! Each brought
at least one bag of food, clothing and shoes all of which
are sorely needed by the refuge. The visit was arranged
by the Charity Steward of the Lodge, W.Bro Jim Jordan
and Mr Stephen Carden, a local representative of the
Church of England, who regularly visits the refuge and
helps out, along with his wife, Linda. During this visit he
acted as both guide and translator, explaining how the
place is run & what magni cent services they provide. a
a

The Franciscan Hospice at Palma de Gandia provides a
home and nursing care for around 55 homeless men,
many of whom suﬀer from mental or physical illness.
Some are terminally ill. These men would otherwise be
on the streets and unlikely to survive without this
special care. Admission is solely on the basis of need. All
nationalities and all religions (or none) are accepted. a
a

The hospice is funded entirely by charitable donations,
not a cent is received in state aid. Three Franciscan
Brothers, (Hermano Guillermo, Hermano Pepe and
Hermano Martin) assisted by local volunteers, care for
the residents around the clock, every day of the year. a
a

This wonderful place is a refuge of love & charity. When
there is so much bad news in the world, a visit here
restores your faith in human nature. It is hard to explain
to people who are familiar with the UK system of social
security what the Hospice actually does.
a
a

Traditionally in Spain, disadvantaged people have been
cared for within their family. State provision is limited to
people who have worked and paid their social security
contributions. The Hospice cares for men who have
fallen out of the system. Many were abandoned by their
families and have never worked, others suﬀer from
severe mental health problems...
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Although it's called a Hospice, it's a hospice in the
Mediterranean sense. Not all the residents are terminally
ill, although some are. It's a cross between a UK hospice,
a nursing home and a refuge for the homeless. Some of
the residents are long term, others come and go. Not all
vagrants want to stay. Some come for a shower, a
change of clothes, a square meal & a bed for the night,
then move on.
a
The Brothers are chronically short of funds to keep the
doors open. They need around €5,000 a month just for
regular bills; but they are always cheerful and resilient.
Unpaid bills are put under the statue of St Francis, in the
hope of divine assistance!
a
Amazingly, the Brothers have raised suﬃcient over the
last 15 years to build a modern in rmary extension.
They still need funds to fully use the new facilities, but
their commitment to their vows and their Christian faith
keeps them going.
a
Fantastic support over many years has been received
from local Masonic Lodges, including Oliva La Safor and
others along with other charitable organisations. At the
moment, the men need shoes and trainers (particularly
those without laces) socks, underwear (new and NOT
white please) and baggy track suit bottoms to t over
adult nappies. They always need long life foods and
toiletries.
a
If you would like further information about the work of
the Franciscan Hospice please contact Stephen or Linda
Carden by email: cardenstephen@yahoo.co.uk
a

a

a

a

ADDENDUM
In November 2017 the hospice had a crisis - their food
stocks had been reduced to zero & they were forced to
send out urgent appeals. Oliva La Safor Lodge sprang
into action, calling for all their members to bring food.
The response was a credit to the Lodge - the amount of
food gathered in one evening was amazing and was
welcomed by the hospice’s hungry residents.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
JAVEA 40 LODGE
ANNUAL SUMMER
PARTY
Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Recently, almost 60 members of the Javea 40 Lodge,
along with their wives, partners and guests, boogied,
jived and grooved their way through an amazing
evening of sixties & seventies music at their annual
summer party held at the popular 'Inn on the Green'
in Javea, supported by the Master of the Lodge,
Jens Gerl.
a
A

For some, this was an opportunity to pull out from
the wardrobe clothes which had not seen daylight
for the best part of fty years and, incredibly, some
of them still tted! Numerous guests joined in the
fun by donning mainly sixties though also some
seventies costumes, in an eﬀort to turn back the
clock for at least one evening. In this, they were
hugely successful.
a
A

A very tasty meal was provided and with drinks at
reasonable prices and everyone enjoyed themselves
enormously.
a
A

There was a grand charity raﬄe and the event raised
an incredible €400 for charity. Worshipful Brother
Malcolm March, the Charity Steward of the Lodge,
said that in recent months the Lodge had supported
a number of initiatives, many providing help to sick
and underprivileged children, as well as paying for
disadvantaged children to go on activity holidays
organised by the Freemasons.
a
A

As a Province we have just sponsored thirty children,
mainly from the El Preventorio children's home in
Gandia, to attend a summer school in Guadalest
along with eleven more from the Red Cross. They will
attend, free of all charges, for ten days of amazing
activities ranging from climbing, archery, mountain
biking & cycling to canoeing, astronomy, instruction
in playing musical instruments, drama & much more.
These are activities which the children would be very
unlikely to be able to undertake without the
sponsorship of the Masons.
a
A

Many thanks must be given to Malcolm and Margery
March who did most of the organising, assisted by
other members of the Lodge. This was a very pleasant
evening enjoyed by all.
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VALENCIA PROVINCE
JAVEA 40 LODGE
LADIES NIGHT

JAVEA 40 LODGE
QUIZ NIGHT

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Saturday, 10th February 2018, Javea 40 Lodge held a
successful Valentine’s celebration to honour their Ladies.
Fifty-one Masons and guests attended the celebratory
Valentine’s meal at the Attico restaurant in Javea Port
where, the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. Matthew James,
presented each lady with a personal gift from himself - a
oral arrangement containing two red roses.
a

Javea 40 Lodge held a Quiz Night on 3rd Oct. 2017, in
conjunction with an Indian meal. Nearly forty members
of Javea 40 along with their wives and guests spent an
enjoyable evening at the Curry Palace in Javea Port.
The quiz questions were posed by local quizmasters
Theresa & Colin Hulmes.
a

a

Continuing the Valentine’s theme, the star raﬄe prize
was an amazing ower arrangement, which was won by
Mrs. Diane Jackson, wife of W.Bro. Neville Jackson. The
W.M. also presented a surprise bouquet to his beloved
lady, Beatriz.
a
a

W.M. Matthew James then thanked Bro. Malcolm March
for organising the evening at short notice & presented a
lovely bouquet to Malcolm's wife, Margaret, for all the
work she had undertaken during his year in oﬃce.
The evening's raﬄe raised an additional €365 for the
W.M's. chosen charity, the La Fe Children's Oncology
Research Department and Oncology Ward.
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a

While the evening was originally arranged as a simple
social get together, allowing members to meet up a for a
dinner after their summer break, €160 was raised from
donations from the Masons and guests. This will make a
creditable addition to the Lodge's charity fund raising
eﬀorts in aid of the Children's Oncology Department at
La Fe Hospital in Valencia.
a
a

At the end of the evening Javea 40's Worshipful Master,
W.Bro Matthew James, presented the small cash prize to
the captain of the winning team, W.Bro. Bob Watkins. A
very pleasant evening for all concerned.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
JAVEA 40 LODGE’S
LIBRARY CORNER
BENIGEMBLA

FREEMASONS
DONATE TO RAQUEL
PAYA SCHOOL

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Bro.Malcolm March, current Charity Steward of Javea 40
Lodge, visited the village school in Benigembla on Wed.
18th Oct, to view the newly installed “Library Corner”.
The furniture, books and games for the Library Corner
had been purchased with a donation of €430, made by
Javea 40 Lodge earlier this year following fundraising in
memory of recently deceased W.Bro. Keith Hart.
a
Keith was a Benigembla resident and staunch friend
and fundraiser for the school. Bro. Malcolm March was
accompanied by Keith's widow, Mrs Jenny Hart.
a
Benigembla pre-school & primary school has only 10
children up to the age of eleven and, in common with
small schools in many Spanish villages, suﬀers from lack
of funds. The Headmistress thanked the Lodge for all
the donations they have made in recent years, including
one of over €1,000 during Keith's year as Worshipful
Master. This had permitted the purchase of sports
equipment and a large storage shed, in addition to the
recent Library Corner.
a
Jenny Hart said that Keith would have been so pleased
to see what the donations had achieved and added
“we always loved it here in the village. Keith was very
happy here and loved the village & the school“.

Recently, a cheque for €2,500 was presented to the
Raquel Paya School for special needs children in Denia
on behalf of Javea Lodge 40, the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Valencia and Marina Alta Lodge 144.
a

a

a

a
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a

The school has a catering programme especially
designed to give vocational training to special needs
students, aged between 21-24 years and prepare them
for life in the outside world. The donation went towards
purchasing a fridge and other kitchen items.
a
a

Later the students invited us to try some tapas they had
prepared themselves showing oﬀ the skills they had
been taught in class, while Miguel Ivars (headmaster)
took some time to answer our many questions. The
humbling experience of visiting the school opened our
eyes to what a wonderful job the staﬀ do in helping the
students to obtain a better quality of life & to integrate
into society.
a
a

The cheque was presented by W.Bros. Neville Jackson,
Matthew James, Paul Nicholls, Jens Gerl (Worshipful
Master Javea Lodge 40) and Bro. Alejandro Uribe.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
CALEDONIA LODGE
DONATE FOOD TO
THE RED CROSS
Article by W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia
Throughout last year, Freemasons of Caledonia Lodge
No 68 have raised money for charity from a variety of
sources in particular the Lodge Ladies Night, under
the guidance of the W.M. Sid Thornby, who selected
this charity as the chosen Lodge charity.
a
The money raised, over €500, has been used to buy
food for the Red Cross in Torrevieja and was donated
on Thursday, 13th December, by Worshipful Brothers,
Ian Bullock, Ian Gibson and Freddie Samrai who went
along to the local oﬃce in Torrevieja. Earlier, W.Bro.
Freddy Samrai and his lovely wife Carol had asked the
Red Cross what types of food /items were best.
a
a

a
a

With the help of the two Ians they all went to the local
Cash and Carry, where they were helped by the very
nice staﬀ to select and purchase suitable items.
a
a
a

A full pallet of food was taken to the Red Cross in
Torrevieja, where the smiles on the faces of the staﬀ
was all the thanks they could have hoped for.
a
a
a

At the donation Freddie said "My wife & I would like to
thank the two Ians, and all the others concerned who
helped to raise this much needed money at such a
special time of year. There is always a problem but
perhaps it is even worse with Christmas approaching.
It is good that the generosity of the local Masons will
go a little way towards helping people to have a better
Christmas than they might otherwise have expected."
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FURTHER DONATION FROM
CALEDONIA LODGE
Last week the Brethren of Caledonia lodge continued
to play a vital part in the local community by
donating in the region of 1000 euros worth of food
and other essential items to Rojales town hall Social
Services department for distribution to local families
in food poverty.
a
a
a

The Rojales town hall Social Services director asked
W.Bro Ian Gibson and Bro. Ian Bullock, shown below
presenting the donation, to inform the Worshipful
Master and Brethren of Caledonia Lodge No. 68, that
they were very grateful for this much needed food
and other essential items, as the demand for their
services was increasing all the time. It is always much
busier in the winter and especially near to Christmas
when the lack of food is even more noticeable.
a
a
a

The Food bank donation to Rojales town hall social
services dept. is part of a continued commitment to
the local community by Caledonia Lodge who have
been regularly making donations of food and other
items to charities in the local area. Early that day a
similar donation of food was made to the Red Cross
in Torrevieja.
a
a

If you could help these charities they are always in
need of food and clothing and many other things.
Please feel free to contact social services directly
who will be extremely grateful for any items you may
care to donate.

VALENCIA PROVINCE
CALEDONIA LODGE
DONATE TO TORREVIEJA
HOSPITAL

CALEDONIA LODGE
LADIES NIGHT

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Monday, 19th February 2018, Caledonia Lodge
No. 68, Quesada, was pleased to present a patient
bed lift to Torrevieja Hospital. It was purchased some
time ago for their own use but having been stored
for a while, and only having been used once, it was
decided to donate it to the hospital where far better
use could be made of it.
a

Recently, the Master of Caledonia Lodge, W.Bro. Sid
Formby & his wife Bernice welcomed 89 Brethren and
guests to their Ladies' Night at the restaurant, Casa
Antonio, Formentera. Among the special guests were
the Assistant Grand Master of Spain, R.W.Bro. Barrie
Mansell & his wife Julie and the Provincial Grand Master
of Valencia, R.W.Bro Michael Shilan & his wife Muriel.
Following a reception in the gardens of the restaurant,
guests enjoyed a delicious meal with entertainment
from “It Takes Two”.
a

a

The picture below shows, from right to left, W.Bro.
Sid Formby, the current Master of the Lodge and
Miss Maria Jose Pinille, the Social Administrator and
the Manager.
a
a

It is always a pleasure to be able to assist our local
hospital, who are so grateful for any help. It is very
important that we all support our hospitals and their
staﬀ for their work and dedication. It was therefore a
great pleasure to be able to help out in this way,
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a

The loyal toast was given by W.Bro. Formby, the toast to
the ladies by Bro. Ian Bullock and the Ladies song was
sung by W.Bro. David Turner, ably assisted by the Lodge
Wardens. Mrs. Bernice Formby responded to the toast
and made presentations to the Ladies who had assisted
with organising the event.
a
a

During the evening an amazing €720 was raised for the
Master's charity, which for this year, is the Butter y
Children. The evening concluded with dancing to “It
Takes Two”. All agreed that it had been a very successful
event. Photo shows W.Bro Sid Formby & his wife Bernice.a

VALENCIA PROVINCE
CALEDONIA LODGE
HOLD EASTER BONNET
EXTRAVAGANZA

CALEDONIA
LODGE DONATE
FOOD

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Article by W.Bro. William Turney, Communications Oﬃcer,
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

On Friday, 30th March 2018, Caledonia Lodge held a
very successful Easter Bonnet competition. This was
held at the La Cosheca restaurant in Benijofar and
was very well attended by both Masons and guests.
As well as a delicious dinner the guests were royally
entertained by cabaret act Marie O'Hara who, by
general consent, was excellent.
a

In this week of love, St Valentine's, the Brethren of
Caledonia Lodge (Worshipful Master Sid Formby)
made a donation of ve hundred euros worth of food
to the Alimentos Solidarios of Torrevieja.
a

a

As well as the Easter Bonnet parade, where many of
the Ladies (& indeed a few of the gentlemen!) tried
on and paraded in, their Easter bonnets, there was
also a grand raﬄe in aid of local charities which
raised €300.
a
a

All in all a great evening and our thanks must go to
the Master of the Lodge and those involved in
organising this event
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a

W.Bro. Freddie Samrai, and his wife Carol, together
with friends from Alimentos Solidarios went to the
Dialsur Cash and Carry to buy the much needed food.
Dialsur were very helpful, giving a good discount on
the purchase and also organising free delivery to the
centre.
a
a

Alimentos Solidarios provide a hot meal on a daily
basis to the families in need in Torrevieja and also
supply food parcels. The centre is staﬀed entirely by
volunteers who work in the hot kitchen preparing
the meals all year round, come rain or shine.

ROYAL ARCH ARTICLES & REPORTS:
ANDALUCIA
Provincial Grand Chapter of Andalucia

44-46

VALENCIA
Chapter of Improvement 2017
a

Annual Convocation

47-48
a
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ROYAL ARCH - ANDALUCÍA
PROVINCIAL GRAND CHAPTER OF ANDALUCÍA
Annual Convocation and Ladies Christmas Festival
This article has been compiled by E.Comp. Melvyn Hughes AGSE, Provincial Grand Scribe Ezra of the
Provincial Grand Chapter of Andalucía, and presented by E.Comp. Nicholas Van Loan, PGADC,
Past Third Grand Principal of the Provincial Grand Chapter of Andalucía.

The Annual Grand Convocation the Provincial Grand
Chapter of Andalucía held their Annual Grand
Convocation, 2nd December 2017, at 'The Tamisa
Golf Hotel' in Mijas Costa, Malaga.
a

M.E. Graham Simons addressed the Convocation
expressing his great pleasure at being present at the
meeting, and he wished the Grand Superintendent
and all of his oﬃcers well.
a

a

a

This was of course the most important Chapter
Meeting in Andalucía during this Masonic year and
was attended by representatives of all of the Chapters
within the Province.
a

M.E. Comp. Norman Wheatley also addressed the
Convocation, to add his best of wishes to the Grand
Superintendent and all those present.

a

The distinguished guests attending the meeting were
escorted into the Convocation and the meeting was
called to order at 4:00pm by the Most Excellent Grand
Superintendent M.E. Companion Paul Wayne 'Sandy'
Shingler.
a
a

The honoured guests present were greeted by the
Most Excellent Grand Superintendent; including M.E.
Comp. Graham Simons the Third Grand Principal of
Spain, M.E. Comp. Norman Wheatley, the Grand
Superintendent of Valencia, E.Comp. Peter Kent, the
Grand Scribe Nehemiah of Spain & E. Comp. William
Russell, the Third Grand Principal of Valencia (all are
shown, right to left, in the photograph opposite). Also
present was M.E. Comp. John Mence, the Past Third
Grand Principal of Spain.
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ROYAL ARCH - ANDALUCÍA
The Provincial Grand Master of Andalucía R.W.Bro.
Giles Crawford, Past Second Grand Principal of the
Provincial Grand Chapter of Andalucía was to attend
the meeting, but having arrived at the Hotel, he was
unfortunately then called away to personal business
before the meeting could be started.
a
a

The memory of E.Comp. Colin Hesketh, having
passed to the Grand Lodge Above, was honoured
together with E.Comp. George Banstead and E.Comp.
Tom Spittle, both of whom had been extremely
instrumental in the establishment of Royal Arch
Masonry in the Province of Andalucía.
a
a

The Annual Report of the Provincial Grand Scribe
Ezra was presented to the Convocation by the
E.Comp. Melvyn Hughes.
a
a

The Annual Financial Report was presented by the
Provincial Grand Treasurer E.Comp. Charles Young,
supported by the previously appointed 'Account
Checkers' for the Province. The Accounts were
proposed and adopted unanimously.
a
a

The existing Treasurer E.Comp. Charles Young
acquiesced to remain as Treasurer for the ensuing
year, and was then 'declared' in this important Oﬃce.
a

The usual business of an Annual Chapter Convocation
followed, with the Declaration of the only candidate
for Janitor E.Comp. Diego Gómez Cañadas, together
with the elections of the two auditors for the
forthcoming year.
a
a

At this junc ture, the Most Excellent Grand
Superintendent M.E. 'Sandy' Shingler re-invested his
Deputy Provincial Grand Superintendent E.Comp.
David Mantle PGSwdB and the Second Provincial
Grand Principal E.Comp. Eddy Bamford GStB. The
Third Provincial Grand Principal E. Comp. Manuel
Escamilla DGStB was to have been invested on the
day, but was unfortunately unavoidably delayed. a
a

The Grand Superintendent then invested his new,
promoted and existing Provincial Grand Oﬃcers for
the ensuing year as listed on the following page. a
Finally the Provincial Grand Superintendent
addressed the Convocation and thanked his Deputy,
the Principals, Scribe Ezra and the Treasurer for their
continued support during the past year, and for the
work that they had carried out for the bene t of the
Province of Andalucía.
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He also reminded the Companions that 2018 is
election year for The Grand Master of Spain who as
the present First Grand Principle has re-generated
and improved the Holy Royal Arch and he thought it
essential that he continues the excellent work.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Superintendent concluded by
wishing all of those Companions gathered at the
Convocation a very Merry Christmas and a healthy
and happy New Year for 2018.
a
a

Following a well-supported collection for Charity,
the Convocation was closed, with the Grand
Superintendent together with his Deputy, the
Principals and the Oﬃcers of Supreme Grand Chapter
being paraded out of the 'Temple'.
a
a

After a short refreshment break at the bar, the
Companions, now with their partners, entered the
Restaurant to participate in an excellent Ladies’
Christmas Dinner and Dance Festival. The gathered
assembly were treated to a four course Christmas
Feast, with of course a small amount of wine, until
the late hours; the music and dancing being enjoyed
by all.
a
a

Everybody agreed that the meeting and the dinner
dance were a very enjoyable way to celebrate the
start of the Christmas festivities, and to formulise the
business of the Provincial Grand Chapter of
Andalucía.

ROYAL ARCH - ANDALUCÍA

PROVINCIAL GRAND OFFICERS OF ANDALUCÍA
FOR 2017 – 2018:
Grand Registrar Provincial
a

Grand Scribe Ezra Provincial
a

Grand Scribe Nehemiah Provincial
a

Grand Inspector Provincial
a

Grand Director of Ceremonies Provincial
a

Grand Sword Bearer Provincial
a

Grand Treasurer Provincial
a

Grand Mentor Provincial
a

Grand Deputy DC Provincial
a

Grand Principal Sojourner Provincial
a

Grand 1st Assistant Sojourner Provincial
a

Grand 2nd Assistant Sojourner Provincial
a

Grand Asst Scribe Ezra Provincial
a

Grand Assistant DC Provincial
a

Grand Standard Bearer Provincial
a

Grand Steward Provincial
a
a

Grand Janitor Provincial
a

Past Third Grand Principal
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E. Comp. Elvin Burdon
a

E. Comp. Melvyn Hughes
a

E. Comp. Jack Frost
a

E. Comp. Stuart Walters
a

E. Comp. Nigel Wallace
a

E. Comp. Royce Wainscoat
a

E. Comp. Charles Young
a

E. Comp. Ian Hunter
a

E. Comp Clive Jordan
a

E. Comp. Paul Clueit
a

E. Comp. Neil Rogers
a

E. Comp. John McGovern
a

E. Comp. José Luis Albián Plaza
a

E. Comp. Roderick Combe
a

Comp. José Merello y Alvarez
a

E. Comp Chris Carter
E. Comp. Peter Whitehead
a

E. Comp. Diego Gómez Cañadas
a

E. Comp. Nick Van Loan

ROYAL ARCH - VALENCIA
CHAPTER OF IMPROVEMENT 2017
Provincial Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Valencia
Article by E.Comp. Keith Halliwell AGDC, ProvGSE
On Saturday 23rd September 2017 the Royal Arch Provincial Grand Chapter of Valencia celebrated the
6th Chapter of Improvement at the Ciudad Compas in Quesada, when a Demonstration of the Ceremony
of Exaltation was given by Santa Faz Chapter, No. 26, with the following oﬃcers:-

MEZ
H
J
Scribe E
Scribe N
Treasurer
Director of Ceremonies
Principal Sojourner
1st Assistant Sojourner
2nd Assistant Sojourner
Assistant Director of Ceremonies
Janitor
IPZ

The meeting was attended by the Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent, M.E. Comp. Norman Leslie
Wheatley, accompanied by the Deputy Grand
Superintendent, M. E. Comp. Graham Simons, 3rd G.
Principal, the 2nd Provincial Grand Principal, E. Comp.
Peter Kent, GSN & the 3rd Provincial Grand Principal,
E. Comp. William Russell, Ast GSoj, together with
Grand Oﬃcers, Provincial Grand Oﬃcers and
Companions, numbering 55 in total, representing all
Chapters in the Province.
a
a

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been
approved the Grand Superintendent addressed the
Companions, thanking everyone for their very warm
welcome & expressing his pleasure at being present.a
a

He declared that it was his rm belief that holding an
annual Provincial Grand Chapter of Improvement
was driving up standards throughout the Province.
He thanked the Companions of Santa Faz Lodge Nº26
for the hard work that they had put in to ensure the
success of the day's Ceremony & subsequent Festive
Board. Finally, he stated that he was still looking for a
Chapter, or Chapters, to host next year's event!
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E.Comp T. Porter - DepGStdB, ProvAGDC
E.Comp R. Mannall - ProvGStwd
E.Comp B. Green
E.Comp I. Beckett - ProvGStdB
E.Comp D. Roberts
Comp B. Parry
E.Comp K. Alcock - ProvGSoj
Comp J. Evans
E.Comp T. Bagnall
Comp A. Waller
E.Comp U. Fischetti - PProvDepGDC
E.Comp D. Beale
E.Comp R. Knight - PGDC, PProvGReg

ROYAL ARCH - VALENCIA
The Ceremony was then carried out in an exemplary
manner by the Oﬃcers of the Chapter, and the three
Lectures were given as follows:-

The Historical Lecture
delivered by E.Comp B Green
a

The Symbolic Lecture
delivered by E.Comp R Mannall
a

The Mystical Lecture
delivered by E.Comp Ian Crawford.
It was especially encouraging to see a new face
delivering the Mystical Lecture, that of E. Comp. Ian
Crawford, as the Province has, this year, lost one of
the stalwarts of this piece of ritual when E. Comp.
Tony White passed to the Grand Chapter Above.
a
a

This is a challenging section of Royal Arch ritual and
since the introduction of the revised ritual, there
have only been a handful of Companions who have
successfully mastered it.
a
a

Alms were collected which amounted to €93 and the
raﬄe at the Festive Board raised a further €120.

48

THE SQUARE & COMPASS AUTUMN 2018

The Grand Superintendent was able to announce
that a volunteer had been found to undertake the
Chapter of Improvement 2018 in the form of the
3 Chapters from the southern part of the Province:
El Faro, Sierra Espuña and Arroyo de Gihon, who had
oﬀered to demonstrate the ceremony jointly, using
Companions below the Chairs as far as possible.
a
a

This is something of a departure from the previous
demonstrations, but is intended to encourage more
Companions to take part in what will be eﬀectively a
Chapter of Instruction.

ROYAL ARCH - VALENCIA
ANNUAL CONVOCATION
Provincial Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Valencia
Article by E.Comp. Keith Halliwell AGDC, ProvGSE

On Saturday 24th March 2018 the Ninth Annual
Convocation of the Provincial Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of Valencia was held at Cuidad Compas,
Quesada.
a
a

The Grand Superintendent, M.E.Comp. Norman Leslie
Wheatley was delighted to welcome the Deputy First
Grand Principal, M.E.Comp. Barrie Roy Mansell, as well
as the Grand Superintendent of Andalucia, M.E.Comp.
Paul “Sandy” Shingler, and expressed his pleasure at
seeing so many distinguished Companions amongst
the 64 in attendance.
a
a

Following the usual investiture of the Provincial
Grand Chapter Oﬃcers for the year, The Grand
Superintendent took great pleasure in presenting
E.Comp. Neville Jarrett, GSwdB, with a Certi cate of
45 years of service to Royal Arch Masonry. A similar
Certi cate was also due to be presented to E.Comp.
Ron Knight, PGSwdB, but he was unable to attend the
meeting, being on holiday. The Grand Superintendent
congratulated them both on having achieved this
splendid milestone & thanked them for the unstinting
service which they had given to Royal Arch Masonry
in general & to the Valencia Province in particular. a
a

The Companions were then treated to an explanation
of the Emblems on the Ensigns found in every Royal
Arch Chapter, which was introduced by E.Comp. Bill
Russell, 2ndAstGSoj, 3rdProvGPrin. He was assisted
by E.Comp. Peter Kent, GSN 2nd ProvGPrin, E.Comp.
Bill Haddon, PGStd B, ProvGSN in the South, E.Comp.
G. Hales, GOrg, ProvGOrg in the West, and E.Comp.
Keith Halliwell, AGDC, ProvGSE in the North.
a
a

This Presentation proved most enlightening and the
Grand Superintendent thanked the Companions for
their excellent delivery of the explanation.
a
a

In his address to the Companions the Grand
Superintendent said that he was encouraged by the
growth in numbers from previous years, and hoped
that we could continue to grow in the future. During
this last year the Province had only two Companions
pass to the Grand Chapter Above, and this no doubt,
was a factor in the maintenance of numbers.
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He reminded the Companions that the Provincial
Chapter of Improvement would be held on Saturday
22nd September 2018 when the three Chapters who
are based in Murcia, El Faro, Sierra Espuña and Arroyo
de Gihon, would combine to demonstrate the
ceremony of exaltation, with all those Companions
taking part occupying an oﬃce higher than that
which they hold in their own Chapters. He hoped that
this would encourage the junior Companions to
attend and to feel motivated to take oﬃce in their
Chapters.
a
a

Following the meeting, Companions retired to the
Bowls Club, where an excellent Festive Board was
enjoyed by 49 Companions.
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FEATURES

CASA HOGAR ORPHANAGE IN VERA
ASSISTED BY THE MASONIC ORGANISATIONS IN THE MOJACAR AREA OF ANDALUCÍA
Article submitted by W. Bro Melvyn Hughes, Gran Porta Espada in the Province of Andalucía

Casa Hogar, in Vera (near Mojacar), Almeria has been
open since 1872 and has a capacity for 24 children of
up to 18 years of age – providing care, comfort and
encouragement to orphans, underprivileged and
occasionally children and young adults.
a
The main aim of the home is to create a space where
children receive proper care, promoting their
development as people, and combining quality care
and human warmth.
a
During the life of the Orphanage, it has served social,
welfare & educational requirements including nursery
facilities for infants, a hospital and a school house.
a
This organisation requested some help from a Masonic
Group in Mojácar some 15 years ago and the remainder
of the Masonic organisations in the area including three
Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chapter, Mark Mason Lodge,
Royal Arch Mariners and Royal and Select Council have
gathered together to give basic staple foods and other
goods to the Orphanage ever since, and normally once
a year, before the Christmas period.
a
It has now become a tradition for the Nuns of the
organisation to meet representatives from these
Masonic groups to receive up to 2,000€ worth of food.
The Nuns distribute this food to disadvantaged families
in the area of Vera, particularly at Christmas time, as
well as using it for their children living at the home. a
Essential repairs to the building have been funded by
other groups of charitable people in the local area,
many of whom are expats of a variety of nations.
a
Casa Hogar belongs to the Company of the Daughters
of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul and is dedicated to
serving the most disadvantaged groups of society
through planned and comprehensive social action. The
Company of the Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent
de Paul, known in English as ‘The Daughters of Charity’
or ‘The Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul’ is a
Society of Apostolic Life for Women within the Catholic
Church.
a
Its members make annual vows throughout their life,
which leaves them free to leave the establishment,
without need of ecclesiastical permission.
a
They were founded in 1633 and are devoted to serving
Jesus Christ by the helping of poor persons, through
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
a
They have been popularly known in France as ‘The Grey
Sisters’ derived from the colour of their traditional
religious habit, which was originally grey, becoming a
'bluish' grey today.
a

a

a

a

a

a

FOUNDATION
a
The institute was founded by Saint Vincent de Paul, a
French Priest and Saint Louise de Marillac, a widow. The
need to organise charitable work for the poor suggested
to Vincent de Paul the forming of a confraternity among
the women of his parish in Châtillon-les-Dombes.
a
It was so successful that it spread from the rural districts
to Paris, where noble Ladies often found it hard to give
personal care to the needs of the poor. The majority
sent their servants to minister to those in need, but the
work was often slighted as unimportant.
a
Vincent de Paul remedied this by referring young
women who inquired about helping persons in need to
go to Paris and devote themselves to this ministry under
the direction of the Ladies of Charity.
a
These young women were the nucleus of the Company
of the Daughters of Charity which are now spread all
over the world and are now operating in Spain in Vera,
Almería which is fortunately near to where a group of
Masonic organisations regularly meet.
a
On 29 November 1633, the eve of St. Andrew, Louise
de Marillac began a more systematic training of the
women, particularly in the care of the sick. The Sisters
lived in the community in order to better develop their
spiritual life and thus, more eﬀectively, carry out their
mission of service.
a
The newly formed Daughters of Charity set up soup
kitchens, organised community Hospitals; established
schools and homes for orphans; oﬀered job training;
taught the young to read and write, and improved the
conditions of prisons.
a
Louise de Marillac & Vincent de Paul both died in 1660;
by this time there were more than forty houses of the
Daughters of Charity in France, with the sick and poor
receiving care in their own dwellings in twenty-six
parishes in Paris.
a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a
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Vincent de Paul

Louise de Marillac

FEATURES
Until 1964, the
traditional habit
of The Daughters
of Charity included
a distinctive large
starched cornette
headdress

FRENCH REVOLUTION
a
Anti-clerical forces during the French Revolution were
determined to shut down all convents. In 1789 France
had 426 houses; the Sisters numbered about 6,000 in
Europe. In 1792, the Sisters were ordered to quit the
Motherhouse and the community was oﬃcially
disbanded in 1793.
a
a

An oath to support the Revolution was imposed on all
former members of religious orders who performed a
service that was remunerated by the state. Taking this
oath was seen as breaking oﬀ with the Church while
those who refused to do so were considered counter
revolutionaries.
a
a

In Angers, revolutionary authorities made an example
of Sisters Marie-Anne Vaillot and Odile Baumgarten in
order to demonstrate what refusal to take the oath
would mean, and in early 1794 they were publically
executed. In tribute, at a ceremony in Rome in February
1984, Pope John Paul II beati ed 99 persons who died
for their faith in Angers, including both Vaillot and
Baumgarten. Many other Sisters were executed at this
time and later beati ed.
a
a

The order was restored in 1801 and many former Sisters
returned, and the order grew rapidly throughout the
19th century.
a
GROWTH
a
Throughout the 19th century the community spread to
Austria, Australia, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Spain,
Portugal, Turkey, Britain and the Americas.
a
a

During this period, the ministry of the Daughters
expanded from just ministering to the poor into caring
for others in need such as orphans and those with
physical disabilities.

52

THE SQUARE & COMPASS AUTUMN 2018

The rst house in Ireland was opened in Drogheda in
1855, and by 1907 there were 46 houses and 407 sisters
in England; 13 houses & 134 sisters in Ireland; 8 houses
& 62 sisters in Scotland. They operated 23 orphanages;
24 public elementary schools; 7 industrial schools;
1 normal school to train teachers; 3 homes for working
girls or female ex-convicts and 8 hospitals.
a
a

The Convent of Saint Vincent de Paul was the rst
building established on Mamilla Street in Jerusalem,
near Jaﬀa Gate, in 1886. Precipitating the future growth
of that street as a commercial thoroughfare, the sisters
put up a series of shops in front of the building and they
used the rental income for convent operations. The
convent was integrated into the design of the Mamilla
Mall pedestrian promenade, which opened in 2007. a
a

The Motherhouse of the Daughters of Charity is located
at 140 rue du Bac, in Paris, France. The remains of Louise
de Marillac and those of St. Catherine Labouré lie in the
chapel of the Motherhouse. Labouré was the Daughter
of Charity to whom, in 1830, the Blessed Virgin Mary is
said to have appeared, commissioning her to spread
devotion to the Medal of Mary Immaculate, commonly
called the Miraculous Medal.
a
a

The traditional habit of the Daughters of Charity was
one of the most conspicuous of Catholic Sisters, as it
included a large starched cornette headdress. Their
habit was based on the dress of peasant women of the
neighbourhood of Paris at the date of their foundation:
a grey habit with wide sleeves and a long grey apron.
The headdress was at rst a small linen cap, but to this
was added a white linen cornette, as worn in the Ile de
France district. In 1685 its use became general and
continued to be worn until September 1964 when the
Institute adopted a more simple modern dress and a
less cumbersome blue veil.

FEATURES
UNITED STATES
a
In the United States, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, a recent
convert to the Catholic Church, had hoped to establish
a community of Daughters of Charity. Unable to do so
because of the political situation during the Napoleonic
Wars, on 31 July 1809 she founded the Sisters of Charity
of St. Joseph at Emmitsburg, Maryland.
a
a

The nucleus of the little community consisted of ve
Sisters who were soon joined by others. Mother Seton’s
desire to consecrate her life to charitable works led her
to request ‘The Rules of the Daughters of Charity of
St. Vincent de Paul in 1633. Bishop Benedict J. Flaget
presented the request to superiors in Paris and in 1810
brought to Mother Seton the rules by which she guided
her community during her lifetime.
a
a

By her death in 1821, the community numbered fty
Sisters. In 1850, the community at Emmitsburg aﬃliated
with the Mother House of the Daughters of Charity in
Paris and at that time adopted the blue habit, the white
collar and of course, the cornette.
a
a

During the American Civil War, they provided nursing
services to soldiers in eld hospitals and in depots for
prisoners of war.
a

ACTIVITIES
a
Many hospitals, orphanages & educational institutions
were established and operated by The Daughters of
Charity over the years, including some in Spain. Though
no longer staﬀed and run by the Daughters, ve of the
hospitals which were founded by them in the U.S.A.
continue to operate within the St. Vincent's Health Care
System.
a
a

In Puerto Rico they help run the Asilo De Pobres and in
the Philippines they run the College of the Immaculate
Conception.
a
a

In the United Kingdom, The Daughters of Charity are
based at Mill Hill, North London, and have registered
Charity status.
a
a

Daughters operate St. Ann's Infant and Maternity Home
near Washington, D.C.
a
a

As of 2017, 18,000 Daughters serve in 94 countries,
addressing local needs of food, water, sanitation and
shelter. Their sustaining works include health care,
HIV/AIDS projects, migrant and refugee assistance and
education.

a

The Spanish American War of 1898, soon demonstrated
the need for trained nurses as hastily constructed army
camps for over twenty-eight thousand members of the
regular army were devastated by diarrhoea, dysentery,
typhoid fever, and malaria - all of which took a much
greater toll than any enemy gun re.
a
a

The United States government called for women to
volunteer as nurses. Thousands did so, but very few
were professionally trained. Among the latter were 250
Catholic nurses, most of them from the Daughters of
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul.
a
a

Reverend Mother Mariana Flynn, head of the Daughters
of Charity, recalled their service during the Civil War and
said her Sisters were proud to be "back in the army
again, caring for our sick and wounded.”

Daughters of Charity International Project Services
About three quarters of the 94 countries served by The
Daughters of Charity are poverty-stricken; countries
with vast needs but severely lacking resources, where
development and improvements often depend on
outside nancial support.
a
The Daughters of Charity International Project Services
(DCIPS) is a non-pro t service organisation that helps
sisters working in developing countries to obtain funds
and resources needed for local projects. These diverse
works meet basic needs, develop education, improve
health, or deliver social services. The needs are priorities
identi ed by the people & the Sisters living and working
at the local level. DCIPS was established in 2004 and
became fully operational in 2006.
a
As of September 2017, the number of projects DCIPS
has successfully facilitated: 971 projects in 64 countries
A truly remarkable organisation !
a

a

a

Elizabeth Ann Seton was beati ed by John XXIII March 17,
1963 and canonized by Paul VI on September 14, 1975,
becoming the rst canonized saint in the United States
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a

FEATURES

BROTHERLY
LOVE
a

MASONIC
MYTH OR
UNDENIABLE
TRUTH?
A talk given by
W.Bro. Brian Imber. PGStdB, PPJGW.

We are all conversant with what is universally accepted
as the principle tenets of our fraternity. Brotherly Love,
Relief and Truth. They are part of the very rst ritual we
were told to learn by heart after our initiation into
Freemasonry.
a
a

But all too often a new initiate is given the impression
that the need to learn the ritual, to attend the Lodge of
Instruction and to progress through the oﬃces is
paramount. By the way calling it a Lodge of Instruction
is a misnomer because in most cases it is simply a school
of rehearsal... and this is where the problem begins. a

A Grand Lodge Oﬃcer seemed to have just this in mind
when he wrote: ‘The craft can be in no danger of lapsing
from power through a decline in numbers. Neither need
it fear external enemies. Its principal danger being that
its own members may loose sight of its true nature or its
ancient ideals. And here lies the root of the problem.
Not that men are poor; all men know something of
poverty. Not that men are wicked; who can lay claim to
be all good? Not that all men are ignorant; who can
boast that he is always wise? No. The real tragedy is that
men are strangers!’

a

Is it not better to start by impressing upon a new
brother the sacred and fundamental importance of
what we proudly profess to call the Grand Principles of
Masonry? To explain the basic symbolism of the
ceremony, to feel a pride at having been accepted into
the most ancient, most honorable, and most wonderful
institution in the world. Sadly many a brother reaches
the Chair of King Solomon without preparation for the
onerous task of imparting light and instruction to their
brethren. They may know the ritual, though even that's
not always the case, but they are ill prepared for the task
that awaits them.
a
a

If as a result there is a lack of stress upon the importance
of Brotherly Love in our fraternity, how much of the
blame should we be willing to accept? At what stage in
a new brother's Masonic development do we educate
him to the basic principles that are the very essence of
Freemasonry? Are we becoming too concerned with
the numbers game? Perhaps concentrating on the
repetition of the ritual above teaching the meaning of
being a mason? At this most impressionable moment in
the new brother's masonry surely Brotherly Love, Relief
and Truth must be given priority in our teaching?
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Martin Luther King Jnr said: “We have own the air like
birds and swum the sea like shes, but have yet to learn
the simple act of walking the earth like brothers.”
a
a

Brotherly Love, the rst of our Three Grand Principles is
a Masonic Tenet. By a “tenet” is meant a teaching so
obviously true that we can believe it without question.
For example: Good health is better than sickness; a
truthful man's word is more dependable than a liar’s; to
save money is better than to waste it; and so on. These
are just a few of the countless examples of teachings
that no sensible man would question. Everybody takes
them for granted. They are Tenets.

FEATURES
Sadly though, too many brethren will confess when
questioned, they believe the principle of Brotherly Love
is just a dream, a vision, a Masonic Myth.
a
a

But, and here's the quandary. Freemasonry tells us that
it's no gment of our imagination, no ancient legend,
no myth. But that it’s one of the wondrous realities of
human life & to question its validity is like questioning
the ground beneath our feet, or the sun above our
heads. The problem then is not whether we believe in
Brotherly Love, because for us as masons, it is a fact. The
problem may simply be a shortage of this precious
commodity.
a
a

How should we de ne Brotherly Love? Clearly, it means
that we place on another the highest possible value as
a friend, a companion, an associate. In “Ahiman Rezon”
published in 1756 Bro. Laurence Dermott gives his
de nition: “By the exercise of Brotherly Love,” he writes,
“we are taught to regard the whole human race as one
family, the high, the low, the rich, the poor, who, being
created by one Almighty Parent, and inhabitants of the
same planet, ought to aid, support and protect each
other. To relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on
all men, but particularly on Masons who are linked
together by an indissoluble chain of sincere aﬀection.
To soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with them in
their misfortunes, to be compassionate to their miseries,
and to restore peace to their troubled minds is the
great aim we have in view. On this basis we form our
friendships and establish our connections.”
a
a

And Bro. J.M. Ward some years later echoed similar
thoughts with this: “We do not ask any sel sh gain from
our relationship. Our relationship with a brother is its
own justi cation, its own reward. Brotherly Love is one
of the supreme values without which life is depressing,
lonely, and unhappy. It is not a hope, an aspiration or
even a dream, but a fact. Freemasonry builds on that
fact, provides the opportunities for us to have such
fellowship, encourages us to understand it, and urges
us to practice it.”
a
a

There is a story linked to the life of Count Tolstoy, the
great Russian writer who lived in the 19th century,
(reputed by some to be a mason,) who dared to be a
socialist in the dangerous days of the czars.
a
a

The Count was returning from a meeting when he was
approached by a beggar in the street. Tolstoy searched
his pockets but could nd no coin to give. “Brother” he
said to the beggar, “I hope that you are not angry with
me because I can nd no coin”. The trace of a smile
crept across the face of the beggar, and a dim light
seemed to come into his eyes. “You called me Brother”
said the beggar “and that was a great blessing”
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No doubt the man was accustomed to refusals to his
requests, accustomed to kicks and scuﬀs, accustomed
to curses in place of silver. There were none to love him
or to whom he could show aﬀection. At night his home
was a dirty hovel & by day he was hounded through the
streets by the czar's police. To receive nothing would
not have been such a great disappointment having
suﬀered that many times, but the Great Russian who
had nothing to give had expressed his disappointment.
“Brother, I hope you are not angry with me because I
can nd no coin”. Possibly his Socialist beliefs told him
that his own empty handedness made him a brother to
the other who had nothing. Whatever the reason, he
had spoken the word that brought a smile to the face of
the supplicant, perhaps the rst glimpse of a smile that
face might not otherwise have known for many a day.
That night he crawled into his dirty bunk to pleasant
dreams. A word that cost nothing but brought into a
dark life more than could have been put there by a coin
that would have bought him bread that day. “You called
me Brother and that was a great blessing”.
a
a

Occasionally in the company of masons the
conversation turns in the direction of Brotherly Love.
Many do believe and try their best to practice it. Some
think it's simply a hangover from the old operative
masons and doesn't apply in today's modern world.
Then there are those brethren who will say: Well if the
GAOTU wanted us to share in Brotherly Love why would
he make it so diﬃcult for us to achieve it?

FEATURES
Surely the GAOTU has the power to simply make it
happen. That's when I tell them the story of the old
gardener.
a
a

This old gardener had worked for his local council ever
since he left school until his employers told him that
the time had come for his retirement. He lived in an
apartment with no garden of his own, and the thought
of no longer doing the job he loved lled him with
apprehension. Time passed very slowly and he missed
the work until one day out for a walk he came upon a
vacant corner plot of land. Weeds and rubble lled the
plot. The local people seemed to be treating it as a
dumping ground for their rubbish. But it gave him an
idea. The next day he went to see his old boss at the
council oﬃces and explained what he wanted to do.
He was promised a reply within a couple of weeks. It
seems the council owned the plot and was only too
pleased to have his oﬀer to tidy it up. So yes he could
work the plot.
a

If one brother nds that another has been passing on
unkind remarks about him that alone is enough to mar
the harmony of the lodge & destroy mutual con dence.
It's not just that an unimportant event passed by word
of mouth from brother to brother tends to become
distorted and exaggerated, but as brothers we ought to
avoid doing anything or saying anything which may
harm another's reputation or hurt his feelings. It should
be a golden rule that if we cannot speak well of a brother
we should at the very least remain silent.

a

It was autumn and he started straight away. First he
cleared all the stones, the rubbish and the weeds. Then
he mapped out the paths & started to dig the ground.
He worked all through that winter and in the spring he
was ready to plant the seeds and owering shrubs that
his old boss had given him. When summer came that
old vacant plot was transformed into a blaze of colour,
and the local people were able to wander down the
paths and through the garden enjoying the beauty and
scent of the many owers and shrubs.
a
a

One day when the old gardener was working at the
plot a clergyman walked past. He stopped to admire
the garden and turning to the old gardener, said:
“I remember this derelict plot before you started work
on it. This is quite beautiful. I must say it is truly
incredible what you and the good lord have done here
together.” “Yes”, said the old gardener nodding in
agreement, “it is truly wonderful what me and the
good lord have done here. But you should have seen it
when the good lord was looking after it by himself!” a

Brotherly Love implies that we treat others in all respects
as we ourselves would like to be treated. We need to
think twice before condemning others, and ponder
whether we would we have acted diﬀerently had we
been placed in a similar state of trial?
a
a

So it is where Brotherly Love is concerned. Masonry
gives us the vacant plot, the tools, and the seeds that
provide the opportunities, but it's up to each brother to
do the digging, the planting and the cultivating that
will encourage the seedlings to thrive and turn into the
fragrance and beauty of Brotherly Love.
a

As masons we must believe that change for the better is
always possible. As ripples from the smallest pebble will
spread great distances across water, so even a small act
of brotherly kindness will send ripples that may travel
across our lives & the lives of others and even if it results
in the smallest of change, it is a change, it will have an
eﬀect. And from that change others will take heart and
be encouraged to carry those changes forward.
a

a

a

In order for this to happen one of the rst essentials is
con dence in each other. That we should speak well of
a brother be he absent or present, but when that is
unfortunately impossible we should adopt that
excellent virtue of the Craft, which is silence. If this was
always done the bitterness and bickering that can
dis gure our Masonic life would automatically vanish.

Most Masons have loved their masonry from the rst
moment, and try living up to its very high precepts and
principles. We have all on occasion failed. But love and
faith in our fraternity has not been dimmed, and it has
not stopped us from trying. The fear is that there may be
Brothers who are trying to embrace these principles but
wonder what diﬀerence if any they can make.

a
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Maybe they are disillusioned, disappointed, perhaps
about to give up any hope that they will ever experience
the fellowship, the comradeship, the brotherly love we
all seek and yearn for. We should say to them: Never
give up, never turn away, and never accept defeat. You
can make a diﬀerence.
a
a

Imagine this scene: A woman is walking along a beach.
The sun is shining and it's a beautiful day. Oﬀ in the
distance she can see a man going back & forth between
the surf's edge and the beach. And as the woman gets
nearer she can see that there are hundreds of star sh
stranded on the sand, the result of an unnaturally high
tide. The man is picking up the stranded star sh and
putting them back in the water.
a
a

The woman is struck by the apparent futility of the task.
When she gets close to the man she says: "Surely you're
just wasting your time. Around this coast there are many
other beaches with stranded star sh. You can't possibly
make a diﬀerence." The man looks at her then stoops
down to pick up one more star sh and gently put it
back into the sea. Then he turns to the woman and
pointing says: "It sure made a diﬀerence to that one!" a

An American author, poet, philosopher and Freemason,
200 years ago put it this way. "It is one of the most
beautiful compensations of life that no man can
sincerely try to help another without helping himself."
That man was Brother Ralph Waldo Emerson.
a
a

So what separates the true Mason from the Man?

When he knows how to sympathize with men in their
sorrows. When he has learned how to make friends and
to keep them. When he feels the thrill of an old
forgotten joy as he hears the laugh of a child. When he
can be happy & contented amid the mean drudgeries
of life. When no call of distress reaches his ears in vain,
and no hands seeks his aid without a response. When
he can look into the face of a forlorn fellow mortal and
see something beyond sin. When he knows how to
pray, how to love, and how to hope. When he has kept
faith with himself, with his fellow man, and with his
God. And when he seeks to know, to forgive and to love
his fellow man.
a
a

Such a man has found the real secret of Masonry.

a

An Australian mason, Brother Henderson, writing in
“A Journey through the 3rd Degree” gives us this short
but powerful message: “Our Divine Creator so loves
man that he accepts love of our fellow man, that is
brotherly love, as love for himself.” Perhaps, when he
wrote that, he was thinking about a poem by James
Leigh Hunt.
Abou Ben Adhem, (may his tribe increase)
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
And saw within the moonlight in his room,
Making it rich and like a lily in bloom,
An Angel writing in a book of gold.
Now exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,
And to the presence in the room he said:
“What writest thou”. The vision raised its head,
And with a look made all of sweet accord,
Answered: “The names of those that love the Lord”
“And is mine one?” asked Abou. “Nay, not so”
Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low,
But cheerily still and said: “I pray thee then
Write me as one who loves his fellow men”
The Angel wrote and vanished. The next night
It came again with a great awakening light,
And showed the names whom Love of God
had blessed,
And Lo! Ben Adhem' s name led all the rest.
a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a
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a

a

With acknowledgements to
WBro. Chris Aniche Okorafor, PDepDistGM
of the District Grand Lodge of Nigeria,
whose paper on Brotherly Love inspired this talk

FEATURES

PROTOCOL &
PROCEDURE
A

THE FESTIVE
BOARD
Article by R.W.Bro. Dennis
R. Coburn. PJGW, PPSGW
October 2011

Brethren, what I am about to say is not chiselled in
stone. These are my thoughts, based on my own
understanding of Masonry and my own experience.
I am not here to teach, to criticise, but just to make
observations. If you do not agree with them, I shall not
mind. If you want to say so, I shall not mind that either.
But what I want you to do is think about what I am
saying, and to talk about it. A discourse!
a
a

Without Masonic Ritual and Procedure our Great Order
would be no diﬀerent from the many other Fraternities,
Associations or Organisations. If we are to maintain
both our Ritualistic and Ceremonial procedures, they
must be maintained at a high standard, a standard of
uniformity. If we allow our standards to drop, we
become less. We will have less respect, less pride, less
diﬀerence, and we will become as nothing.
a
a

Whilst this is particulaly so in the Lodge Room, it, to a
very large extent, must be the same at our Festive
Boards, and indeed in our conduct in, to and with the
outside world. There is a de nite Protocol & Procedure
and, of course Behaviour to be followed - if we are to
maintain our Standards throughout Masonry. Masonry
in Spain is multinational, with diﬀerent cultures,
diﬀerent priorities, but whatever ones' culture might
be, there must be a code of conduct for each. C ertain
words come to mind - Decorum, Courtesy, Dignity,
Respect and Tradition. The meanings are multinational.
a

Many Masons have been heard to say that the Festive
Board is not part of Masonry, and once we leave the
Temple we leave Protocol behind. But that must not be
so! It is a continuation of the Masonic meeting. T h e
second half! As I have said in the past: " A Mason must
always aspire for the highest and best. If he settles for
anything less, he has lost the re, the spark and the
motivation of a Master Craftsman."
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So, Protocol, Established Procedures, Traditions m u s t
be observed.
a
a

The Worshipful Master is responsible for procedures at
the Festive Board, he presides, and he alone should use
the gavel. (It is after all, an emblem of his authority).
The D.C. may request him to gavel, if necessary, but the
gavel must not be taken from him. BUT - Always - the
Director of Ceremonies is responsible for decorum and
control, and overseeing the whole event.
a
a

The Worshipful Master should always be processed into
the Dining Room, accompanied by the senior "Oﬃcial"
Grand Lodge or Provincial Grand Lodge Oﬃcer present.
It is an ancient tradition that an Initiate on his rst
attendance should be paraded in, and traditionally that
he be seated alongside the Worshipful Master. But there
is no Protocol for a new Fellowcraft or indeed a new
Master Mason to be so treated.
a
a

SEATING: The Wardens placed at the South and West.
The Worshipful Master at the head of the tables in
centre position. Grand Oﬃcers and Provincial Grand
Oﬃcers to the W..M's right hand in order of seniority.
To the left of the W.M. the Immediate Past Master, The
Director of Ceremonies and the other senior Oﬃcers of
the Lodge. lf you think about that .... it is the same as in
the Lodge.
a
a

Grand or Provincial Grand Oﬃcers take their place as an
Oﬃcer of the Lodge, if they have such a duty. A Lodge
Warden may be a very high ranking Grand Oﬃcer, but
if he is a Lodge Warden, then his place is in the West or
South.
a
a

Personal guests should always be seated as near to their
host as Masonic Protocol will allow. It is discourteous to
the host and to their guests for them to be treated
otherwise.

FEATURES
Remember: Brethren with Grand Rank are titled ‘Grand
Oﬃcers’ not Grand LODGE Oﬃcers. That only applies if
the oﬃcer is active in Grand Lodge. The same applies to
‘Provincial or District Grand Oﬃcers'.
a
a

As in Lodge, the Gavel having been sounded by the
Worshipful Master, is the signal that the meeting, or the
assembly, is under the Master’s control, and silence and
attention must be immediate. Cross talking, or shouting
from West to South - sprig to sprig - or from the East - is
to be discouraged at all times and heckling must be
particularly outlawed. And Worshipful Masters, Please
‘Take it easy with the Gavel’. The aim or objective is to
draw attention - not to deafen, and Wardens - that
applies to you as well!
a
a

As in Lodge, the Master’s Chair and the Warden's chairs
should not be permitted to be unoccupied, except
where there is a need to vacate for reasons of ceremony.
There are those who will say "What diﬀerence does it
make", and the answer to that is "lt wouldn't make any
diﬀerence except a lowering of the standard, the status,
the ancient tradition. By not doing it, there would be no
gain - only a loss.
a

Oﬃcial Toast is to the ‘Oﬃce’ - whereas wine taking is to
the ‘Individual’, and shows courtesy and respect for that
individual or for an individual's particular achievements.
a

The Worshipful Master is responsible for ensuring that
anyone called upon to propose an oﬃcial toast has the
competency. There is nothing so discourteous, or which
lowers the standard, as a Brother proposing a toast
when incapable of so doing. Those who are to propose
toasts should be encouraged to learn the formal
preamble in full. Reading from a menu, or an odd piece
of paper, does not sound, or look so very good.
a
a

How many times have we heard a brother proposing
the toast to the Visitors in bad manner or style? The
toast to the Representative of Provincial or Grand Lodge,
when that Oﬃcer is present, should always include an
appropriate address. There is a discourtesy in merely
calling for the glasses to be raised. An appropriate few
words does give that Oﬃcer an introduction for a reply.
You cannot call for a reply if there is nothing to reply to!
Courtesy is the Keynote!

a

Greetings - Taking Wine - is at the Master's discretion,
and his only, as to whom he wishes to greet & it should
be kept to a minimum, and taken between courses. All
such announcements to be made by the lmmediate
Past Master. But, taking wine has its own Protocol, with
distinguished oﬃcers being duly recognised.
a
a

Always the Wardens rst, remembering that three rule a
Lodge, followed by the representative of Grand Lodge
or Provincial Grand Lodge if they be present. But, if the
Most Worshipful Grand Master or the Deputy Grand
Master be present, they must be greeted before the
Wardens. There is an order of doing things which must
be recognised out of Courtesy as much as to Masonic
Protocol. There is a thought that those Brethren to be
mentioned in the Oﬃcial Toasting, should not be called
upon to take wine. But we must remember that the

THE OFFICIAL TOASTS: from the Sovereign down to
the Provincial or District Grand Oﬃcers are always
proclaimed by the Worshipful Master. Toasts to the
lnitiate and Visitors should be entrusted to ‘competent’
Brethren. Many Lodges use the Junior Warden for the
toast to the Visitors, but that is not an edict and the
J.W. should be used only if he has the correct
understanding. The I.P.M. normally proposes the W.M's
toast. The Oﬃcial Toast list issued by Provincial Grand
Lodge must be followed, and remember that honori cs
should be omitted when proposing the toasts.
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MASONIC FIRE: The words "Good Fire Brethren" are all
that is required. There is no need to add "Taking the
time with me". Worst of all is when the proposer says
"Good Fire Brethren taking the time with the Brother
Director of Ceremonies", followed by the Director of
Ceremonies saying "Good Fire Brethren taking the time
with me". The Tyler normally gives "Fire" after the Tyler's
toast. And that "Fire" concludes the Masonic evening.
The nal piece of Masonic protocol or tradition for the
day.
a
a

DRESS: dress at the Festive Board must be maintained
with the same decorum as in Lodge. Jackets removed
only with the consent of the Worshipful Master.
a
a

NON-MASONIC VISITORS: Ladies or gentlemen. To have
or have not is a Lodge decision, but over recent years it
has proven bene cial to invite non Masons. Especially
with the ex-pat community in Spain whose driving
motivation seems to be ‘Sociability’. lf we are to accept
the modern belief that Masonry should be more open
in its dealing with the non-Masonic world, such visitors
should be welcome. The Pro Grand Master of the United
Grand Lodge of England wrote recently. "Openness has
been a feature of our Masonic lives for some time, but
many members are still not clear what they can talk
about. The short answer is that there is very little in our
Freemasonry that we cannot share with our families,
friends and colleagues. Our principles and tenets, our
traditions, our charitable activities and our history are
all subjects we can share with others". So, where better
to share with others than our Festive Board? In an
environment where the many myths that abound can
be diluted or dispelled. Of course, diﬀerent cultures will
have diﬀerent ideas. What suits one nationality, one
Grand Lodge, may not suit another. Diﬀerent cultures
do have diﬀerent priorities.
a
a

Good manners & good behaviour must be seen at all
times. lf we, as Brethren, bring guests, non-Masonic,
ladies or gentlemen, and Masonic guests, they are our
responsibility during the visit, and we must, at all times
ensure that their behaviour is not upsetting or oﬀensive
to others. Bad behaviour re ects on the Lodge as well
as on the members. Guests must be made aware that
there are standards to maintain.
a
a

GOOD FIRE FOLLOWING THE TOASTS: It's not a secret!
Should it be done€ with non-Masonic visitors present?
A very high ranking Brother once reminded me, that
waiters, waitresses, bar stewards etc, they all hear the
Fire - and practice it more than we do. Should the
decision to ‘Fire’ or not to ‘Fire’ be left to the Lodge to
decide? The answer to that is yes. lt is a Lodge decision.
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To what extent openness? How can we say we have no
secrets, just Private matters con ned to the Lodge and
to our Ceremonies - and then be secretive over such a
thing as Good Fire when in a public place?
a
a

When this question was put to the M.W.G.M. he merely
said he personally would prefer not to do it. We must
remember that all it is, is the Masonic equivalent of a 2
gun salute.
a
a

The Festive Board needs to be a happy occasion. Our
common aim is "To be Happy and to communicate
happiness". To be Light hearted. To have Fun. But a good
time is never spoilt by "control", quite the contrary. Bad
behaviour may be 'lots of fun' for those committing it,
but it is no fun for the onlooker. Our good Masonic
reputation can be ruined beyond repair by acts of
misbehaviour. Lodge 'Traditions' should be maintained
out of respect for the Founders & those earlier members
of the Lodge, but new appropriate and acceptable
innovations - or Niceties - should not be outlawed.
a
a

The Lodge Saint Cecilia - the Patron Saint of Music - call
their brethren to the dining table by "singing" suitable
words. Music is softly played during the dining and a
short musical entertainment follows the meal. Some
Lodges "pass the Port". Some "pass the snuﬀ-box". Some
Lodges traditionally say or sing Grace after the meal and
before the Oﬃcial Toasts. These "Niceties" do not detract
from the Protocol or the Decorum, quite the contrary
they enhance the reputation & standing of the Lodges,
and make for a happy atmosphere on the occasion. The
singing of Grace after the meal certainly adds splendour
and gives the evening a Masonic feel. ln the same way
that the "Traditional Masonic Toast to Absent Brethren"
not only adds to the occasion, but is also an opportunity
to remember those who are no longer with us.

FEATURES
I am sure the Brethren know of other such niceties. The
singing of the "Masters Song" & "Entered Apprentice
Song" gives so much splendour and is so memorable for
those individuals involved. And, of course, "The Visitors
Song" adds to the pleasure of the evening.
a
a

Our traditions, our niceties make Masonry the unique
organisation that it has become. Our early Brethren set
a pattern of diﬀerence and to make Masonry special. We
should strive to continue that, to keep Masonry apart
from all other organisations. Lets keep it special.
a

As an extra thought, I perhaps should remind Brethren
that the Ladies Festival has also its own Protocol, and
Lodges should not be allowed to destroy what has
become yet another standard of excellence.
a
a

Much can be said about Protocol, although it is diﬃcult
to nd it written - Masonry having built Protocol into its
behaviour over generations. To lose traditions built into
our Order would be to destroy what is most appealing
and appreciated in Masonry. Remember - it is easier to
destroy than it is to create. No Lodge, or Lodge member,
should be allowed to destroy what our forbears have
taken generations to achieve.
a
a

You Brethren will be saying: "But we already do all these
things - what's diﬀerent" and the answer is nothing.
All that I have spoken of is standard for most Lodges.
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Parading in / Seating / Use of the Gavel / Toasting /
Taking wine - so the objective today is to make us all
think about ‘How we do these things?’ , ‘Why we do
them?’, ‘When we do them?’, ‘Are we doing them
properly?’ But most of all are we keeping Masonry
special?
a
a

Are we demonstrating to our new Brethren just how
special our Festive Boards are? The Lions lnternational
are special. The Rotarians are special. The Round Tablers'
are special, but so is the Liberal Democratic party and
the local Communist group or the Prison Reform
Society. We just have to make sure that we are still the
best!
a
a

Grand Lodge of Spain is being driven along the road to
Masonic correctness and Masonic excellence & setting
a standard equal to any. lt has taken the opportunity to
reintroduce standards of ethics, good manners, good
behaviour, as well as good Ritual, so much of which can
be spoilt by allowing our standards to drop, or by
permitting irregularities. But Grand Lodge is not in the
front line, we are the front line troops!
a
a

It is up to us - the members - to make sure that we do
not lower that standard, by our behaviour inside or
outside of the Lodge Room, and up to us to make sure
that our Festive Boards are worthy of the trust placed in
us by Grand Lodge. And our Forbears.

FEATURES
SENIOR
MASONS
VISIT
SUMMER
SCHOOL
GUADALEST
Article written b
W.Bro. William Turney,
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Recently, two senior Masons from the Provincial Grand
Lodge of Valencia, plus a third from the Grand Lodge of
Spain, visited the Masonic summer school in Guadalest.
a

This school has been funded by Freemasons in Spain for
several years and is designed so that disadvantaged &
underprivileged children are able to visit the school for
ten days and learn about subjects they would normally
not be able to study.
a
a

Every place is fully funded by the Masons so parents or
carers do not have to pay a cent towards the cost. This
year we have funded a record forty-two children in total.
Twenty-two of these have come from the El Preventorio
children's home in Gandia, eleven from the Red Cross in
Javea and others from around the region.
a
a

The funding has been donated entirely by Masons from
the lodges of the Provinces of Valencia, Murcia, Madrid,
Castilla, the Canaries and the Grand Lodge of Spain who
are delighted to be able to send so many children to the
school who otherwise would be unable to attend.
a
a

It should be noted that this is not a holiday, though it
must appear so to the children. It is an educational trip
where students are expected to learn about subjects
which will be totally new to most of them. The basic
curriculum encourages brotherhood & companionship.
It teaches the children to get on with each other, to help
and care for each other and for the older children to
help and mentor the younger ones.
a
a

Subjects include country walking, swimming, cycling,
canoeing, archery, rock-climbing, quad biking, music,
astronomy, drama and improvisation, among others. a
a

Lessons are largely given by volunteers with ages from
18 to 25. Some are former students who enjoyed their
experience so much they have chosen to return and
encourage other youngsters to take part. A great way
for them to put something back for the chance that
they were given!
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The three Masons who visited were the Provincial Grand
Master of Valencia, R.W.Bro. Michael Shilan, Provincial
Charity Steward W.Bro. Trevor Bagnall and for the rst
time, a representative from the Grand Lodge of Spain,
R.W.Bro Barrie Mansell who is Assistant Grand Master. a
a

They were all impressed by the work undertaken by the
school which is run by R.W.Bro. Juan Carlos Ortuño who
built the entire centre with the help of his brother
Francisco. It is obvious from the faces of the children
how much they enjoy this brief respite from their
normal lives and it creates a memory which will stay
with them forever.
a
a

The Provincial Grand Master said that he felt the school
was an incredibly worthwhile undertaking & has made
the centre one of his Provincial charities for this year. He
is proud that, through the sel ess work of Masons both
locally & nationally, so many children could participate
and he wanted to oﬀer a brief word of thanks to all
those throughout Spain who have made this possible.
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M.H.V. ASSOCIATION
The Masonic Home of
Valencia Association

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

a

GRANTS & DONATIONS FOR
YEAR ENDED 31:12:2017
Two Nebulizers for
Benichembla Farmacia

275€

a

a

Half cost of replacement lift
for disabled in Quesada

6,000€

a

a

Second vehicle for Benidoleig
Protection Service

7,000€

a

a

Emaus Children

5,000€

a

a

Half cost of CT Scanner
for Denia Hospital

100,000€

a

a

Equipment for Fire Service

10,000€

a

a

Homeless man in Moraira
Assistance

1,000€
a

Residents Care Home
Vilena Calpe

1,000€

a

a

Medical Assistance/Treatment
for Cancer Patient

2,550€

a

a

Bay Radio Appeal

5,000€

a

a

Alzheimer's Centre

2,500€

a

a

Make a Smile

2,000€

a

a

RAF Wings Charity

The Masonic Home of Valencia was pleased to
welcome new Managers, Marian & Rudd Lakerveld,
to the Moraira Charity Shop on 31st August.
a
a

Kath and Chris Taylor had managed the shop very
successfully for the past 7 years, and now wished to
retire.
a
a

The presentation took place in the shop, when
several gifts were presented from the Board of
Management and also from the shop volunteers
who turned out in their numbers.
a
a

After the presentation the party continued over the
road in the local Cafe. The photo shows Kath Taylor
left, Jenny Hart President of the Association on right
with Marian and Rudd Lakerveld in the Centre.
a
a

a
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The shop is always pleased to receive donated items
to sell in the shop.

M.H.V. ASSOCIATION
M.H.V.A.
DONATE
€10,000
TO ISVH
VOLUNTARIOS
Article by W.Bro. William Turney
Communications Oﬃcer
Provincial Grand Lodge of Valencia

Several members of the Board of the Masonic Home
of Valencia were recently invited to the Autumn
Fiesta of the ISVH Bomberos Voluntarios de Balcon al
Mar in Javea.
a
a

The Volunteer Fire Service is based at Balcon al Mar
and the Board members visited to view the new
items purchased from the €10,000 donation made
to the re ghters by the Masonic Home of Valencia
Association, following the terrible res last year.
a
a

A lot of their very expensive equipment was lost or
damaged in those res which needed replacing and
the Masonic Home of Valencia stepped in to help out
as much as possible.
a
a

They were shown around the premises of the Fire
Station and given explanations of the many diﬀerent
types of new equipment, including the re protected
clothing, boots, helmets and the essential breathing
equipment.
a
a

Outside on the forecourt they were also shown the
new re engine and the very varied assortment of
equipment carried.
a
a

These re ghters, every single one a volunteer, do a
fantastic job to protect and save all of us. Remember
when we are all running away from res these brave
people are running towards them. We would be lost
without them and the thanks of all of us must be
given humbly and gratefully to each and every one. a
a

The photos show the President, Jenny Hart listening
to the Station Commander explaining the new type
of Helmet, together with the new managers of the
Moraira Charity Shop. There is also a group photo of
some of the members of the Board who visited and a
photo of the new fully equipped re engine.
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M.H.V. ASSOCIATION
ULTRASOUND
MACHINES
FOR MARINA
ALTA HEALTH
CENTRES

On Friday 3rd August 2018 at Denia Hospital a
donation of €80,000 was made by the Masonic
Home of Valencia Association in conjunction with
the Moraira Charity Shop.
a
a

This donation was for the purchase of 4 ultrasound
scanner machines for health centres in the Marina
Alta. These machines will be installed at Calpe, Javea
Old Town, Javea Port and Pego Health Centres and
will enable these Centres to make faster and earlier
diagnosis for patients and relieve the pressure on the
hospital.
a
a

At the presentation the Association President Jenny
Hart said: “ Our collaboration with the hospital has
been extremely successful over the last few years, it
has been our pleasure to assist the hospital and now
the local health centres to oﬀer faster and more
modern diagnostic machinery.”
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